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Volume Three 


EADERS will observe minor changes in this 
issue of The Junior Bookshelf. The first of these is 
the sort of paper we have used, experimentally, 
with a view to the inclusion of more reproductions 
of book illustrations. It has a surface that permits 

the use of half-tone as well as line blocks. 


Secondly, we have divided the book notes into age 
groups. The dividing lines in this grouping are quite 
arbitrary and librarians will find, of course, that the groups 
overlap to some extent. 


The third group, “‘ Books for the Intermediate Library,” 
is the result of many requests, particularly from school 


subscribers, that this magazine should give more attention 
to books particularly suitable for adolescents. Our next 
issue will contain notices of a selection of current “ adult ” 
books that can reasonably find a place on the shelves of an 
intermediate department. Mr. Eric Leyland, the author of 
The Public Library and the Adolescent, together with a group 
of other young librarians. who are especially interested in 
this side of library work, have agreed to co-operate in this 
new enlargement of our scope and the Editor will welcome 
offers of help, and suggestions on suitable books, from any- 
one else who may be interested. 














' Illustration by Isobel and J. Morton Sale from Sing For Your Supper. 


(M. Joseph, 6/-) 





hs fA rr i i. a ti-, inn 








THE 
JUNIOR BOOKSHELF 


VOLUME 3 OCTOBER 1938 NUMBER 1 








Let’s Pretend 


By KATHARINE TOZER 


HY did I make up Mumfie ? A very curious 
question. 

Let me see. I made up Mumfie because 
two extremely unintelligent and remarkably 
unattractive witches came and sat at the 

bottom of my garden, just in the place where the rhubarb 
is supposed to be—and because the Walrus and the 
Carpenter always made me cry. Unscrupulous brute 
that Walrus ; even now I can summon a slight melancholy 
when I see the pathetic, trusting Oysters, so appealing in 
their fascinating little boots . . . 

I was explaining why I wrote Mumfie, but to do this 
in a satisfactory manner I shall have, I am afraid, to invoke 
afew ghosts ; the beloved companions of my own small self. 

Tyltil and Mytil, Tylo and Tylette, they are the first. 
Inseparable companions, brought to life tor me by Albert 
Rutherston’s wonderful drawings ; as creative and satis- 
fying to me now as they were long ago. The book un- 
happily is gone, but the pictures stand clear in my imagina- 
tion, even if they do sometimes sway into life, so that the 
children can be seen walking up to the Grandparents’ 
cottage, and the blackbird moves in his cage. Perhaps 
they were never really still ? 

Then Sambo and Susannah, who after mild, and I 
imagine rather suburban adventures, ended their story on 
either side of a very comfortable looking fireside—my 
first realization of domestic bliss. A terrible purple 
covered book of Welsh fairy tales, which, after one perusal 
was left unopened ; a dreadful bogey on a shelf at which I 
scarcely dared look, for fear some dark nightmare might 
slip from its pages to skulk unbidden through the warm, 
friendly nursery. 
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Hereward the Wake, that incomparable hero—after 
good night had been said, and I was safely tucked up in 
bed, I would call my mare Swallow and gallop away across 
the wet fens to incredible adventure, Martin Lightfoot 
loping close at my heels. Mr. Midshipman Easy, a won- 
derful young man who permitted you undreamed of imper- 
tinences to your elders—my experiments in this connection 
were seldom as successful as his. The Gorilla Hunters, in 
which I filled very much to my own satisfaction the rdéle 
of Peterkin. 


Of course the Just So Stories, with the sensible, com- 
ptrehensible Cat who Walked by Himself. The fascinating 
picture of Old Man Kangaroo at five in the afternoon; I 
could never understand this, but it was fun to race back 
across all Australia in Dog Dingo’s footprints, and see 
what happened beyond the farthest bare hill. Rikki- 
Tikki-Tavy—how many times did I creep down the snake 
hole to fight with Nagana. 


Sidney Carton—the terrible Madame Defarge— 
Jacques One—Jacques Two—Jacques Three. Down the 
long stony road, clinging to the carriage of Monsieur le 
Marquis de St. Evremonde. Becky Sharpe .. . 


By now, reluctantly, 1am growing up. And that is the 
trouble. When ice lies thin over the pond, the earth is hard 
and frost rimed and the air quick with that cold, crisp, 
Christmas feeling—when we come in from our waik and 
I am persuaded to toast crumpets before the fire, and to tell 
a story afterwards, then it is all too easy to summon to the 
party a happy Ghost, who with him will bring creeping, 
and galloping, yes and even stumping, out of the past, and 
from goodness knows where, the inviting, nonsensical 
- peoples of Let’s Pretend. 


OUR NEXT ISSUE.—It has been found impossible in this issue 
to notice all the books sent us for review. In order that readers shall 
not have to wait longer than is absolutely necessary for those further 
book notes we are bringing forward the publication date of our 
December issue. We shall go to press with this almost immediately 
and shall hope to post copies not later than the third week in November. 
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Boys and Girls Book House, .Toronto 


By KATHLEEN LINES. 


T is half-past three in the afternoon. Out-of-doors the 
fresh October wind blows light clouds across a vivid 
sky and snatches red and yellow leaves from the 
trees—puffing them in gusty whirls until they drop 
to the ground, where they add to the carpet already 

there that makes such satisfactory sounds as one scuffs 
along. Inside there is but quietness and a feeling of expec- 
tancy. Suddenly the door bursts open and in comes a 
troop of breathless children. Breathless because they have 
run from school, hot on the trail of Pigeon Post, Treasure 
Island, Afke’s Ten, or to be the first to get the best book about 
a famous explorer, or some pictures illustrating excavations 
in Egypt. The day at the library, from the children’s point 
of view, has begun. 

During the earlier part of the day the “ House ” has 
sponsored many activities. Apart from the ordinary routine 
classes have been given by senior members of the staff in 
“Storytelling” and “Epic Literature” to junior members 
who have recently graduated from the Library School. 
Assistants from one of the large bookshops have come in 
to ask advice about the season’s new books, and to find 
out what is being particularly recommended by the library, 
so that they may be certain to have adequate stock. A 
collection of books—history books, biographies and stories— 
on early Canadian history has been arranged in the Reading 
Room for a class from a nearby school who came in with 
their teacher. (Visits to libraries during school hours are 
now authorised by the educational authorities.) The child- 
ren’s librarian-in-charge has put the finishing touches to a 
talk she is giving that evening on children’s books to 
members of a local Women’s Literary Club. Artists have 
had questions to ask about book iliustration, parents 
too have come in to change their children’s books, and 
little children, too young for school, have been in and out 
since ten o’clock, when Boys and Girls House opens its 
doors to the public. But from half-past three to six o’clock 
the house belongs to the children. 
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After the first onslaught the door opens and shuts 
with constant regularity: sometimes it stays open for 
minutes on end as one child crowds after another and joins 
the long line at the “‘ incoming ” desk. The rooms, which 
for the greater part of the day have known only the quiet 
interchange of words between librarian and borrower, now 
hum with the excited voices of children and are filled with 
an atmosphere of good fellowship and “ busyness.” The 
younger children, after returning their books, have gone 
directly to the Little Children’s Room—where, after 
choosing with great care the book they will take away, 
they have settled down at the low table or on benches to 
look at picture books—sometimes one will read haltingly 
out aloud to yet smaller brothers and sisters. Big and 
little children have climbed to the picture collection at the 
top of the house where they ask for pictures on various 
subjects—sometimes because they are interested in drawing 
or painting and want something to look at—more often in 
search of good illustration for an “ oral.” Other children 
have quickly decided on their books and are already in line 
at the desk where “ outgoing ” marking is done. Some in 
trouble with overdue books stand at the librarian’s desk. 
Others, oblivious to the bustle and movement around them, 
are in the reading room, where finely illustrated books may 
be read but not borrowed. There is a map of Fairyland on 
the table in this room and the following conversation con- 
ducted in quiet tones between two small boys—who were 
pointing to chosen spots—can be overheard : 

“ This is my castle, I live here.” 

“ This is my castle, and I live here.” 

“* And I come out of my castle and I meet a dragon.” 


“ But there aren’t any such things as dragons.” 
* Well, need that matter ? ” 


The greater number of the children are congregated 
in the main circulating room, choosing their books from 
the closely filled shelves—or if defeated there, pursuing 
one of the librarians in the ever-confident hope that the 
book sought for may be concealed somewhere upon her 
person—or failing that, that she will suggest something 
just as good. 
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“Good” isa word constantly in use by the children them- 
selves ; they bring their own choice to the librarian : “Are 
these good books for me ? ” “ Will you tell me a good book 
to go with this one?” “ Please my brother wants one of 
these books ”—producing a grubby list—“ but if they are 
‘ out,” he says will you choose another good one for him ? ” 
Or a shy new borrower following the librarian round 
patiently at length asks, “‘ What is a good book for a = 
of ten ?” and with a little encouragement divulges the fact 
that she is the “ girl of ten,” and that she has finished a// 
the Nesbit books. 

A scowling overgrown boy of fourteen stands by the 
“Older Boys’ and Girls’” shelves looking at Beebe’s 
Arcturus Adventure apparently absorbed in his reading, but 
really waiting till the librarian has satisfied some of “ the 
kids ” to explain with a grand wave of the hand that he 
has read all these, but he did like the book she gave him last 
week and can she find two more good books for him? A 
bad memory being fatal on such occasions the librarian— 
if hers is at fault—discovers by tactful conversation what 
book this is and, in sharing her own enthusiasm for a book 
which seems to be what he is ready to read, and providing 
him with a short list of a few others that he can find in the 
adult library—which is where he belongs—strengthens 
a confidence that was unconsciously established. 

“A good book for me ” means to the child who asks 
for it “A book that I shall like.” But to the visiting 
American and English librarian the standard of book selec- 
tion as shown by the books in the library shelf list is a matter 
of considerable comment. American librarians are frankly 
amazed—by now they have accepted it and say, “ But of 
course the children in Toronto are such good readers.” 
_ English librarians—chief librarians not children’s librarians 
—have been known to say, “ But . . . you only have good 
books here—no wonder the children read them.” Illogical 
complaints both! The children’s libraries in Toronto 
have now a reputation for the soundness of their work, 
not only all over the North American continent, but in 
far distant places of the world. A letter came one year from 
a school in China. The librarian, a.native, had very little 
to spend on books. An English book had been highly 
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recommended and he wrote to ask if we felt his money 
would be well spent in buying it! But in spite of its 
ultimate success Toronto has had the experiences that every 
library seems fated to struggle with; indifference on the 
part of the general public ; incredulity and even antagonism 
from educational bodies; harmful publicity from well 
meaning but sentimental enthusiasts who consider the 
atmosphere of the libraries “charming,” and think it 
“so sweet ” to see the librarian bending to hear the whis- 
pered requests of the children, and extol the work as some- 
thing between that of a nursery governess and a social 
worker—a suitable profession for young women who like 
reading and are fond of children. It is only in recent 
years, since the work has proved itself beyond all doubt, 
that the school world has become actively co-operative. 


Something more than fifteen years ago the children’s 
library was a corner of the main circulating room in the 
adult library ; the books were rows of juveniles. Through 
the personal leadership of Miss Lillian Smith, who returned 
to Toronto to take charge of this work, and because 
of the interest and encouragement of the late Dr. Locke, 
the children’s department of the library has reached its 
position to-day. Miss Smith was the first Canadian to be 
a member of the Executive Board of the American Library 
Association, and though library work with children as we 
know it was first instituted in the States, she was also 
the first children’s librarian to be a member of the Board. 
Book selection and staff selection have been the keynotes 
of her success, that is apart from her own peculiar gifts. 
Her staff are chosen with the greatest care, and not every- 
one who feels she has a vocation has found a place there. 
In the early years the library gave space to a certain number 
of mediocre books—these were considered as stepping 
stones—a link between the sentimental and the true, or 
between the Algy-get-rich-quick type of improbable 
adventure and the story of the boy whose honest efforts 
did not at once meet with success—between the hack work 
of the series writer and the writing of those who had a 
story to tell, knew how to tell it and could create characters 
who were worthy friends of the children who read of them. 
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Various experiments proved that these books were 
unnecessary. There is not space here to tell about the 
library that was conducted one summer in a school play- 
gtound for children who had never seen a book in their 
homes ; whose parents read only the illustrated papers ; 
children who lived and went to school in a district cut off 
from the rest of the city by railway tracks and the municipal 
abbattoirs ; who seized upon Tom Brown, The Jungle Books, 
Alice in Wonderland, Treasure Island, Beowulf, and King 
Arthur with an avidity that was astonishing. Nor can I 
describe the co-operation the Toronto library gave to a 
municipality in Ontario—in reorganising the children’s 
section of the library, withdrawing 7oo unsuitable books, 
spending the available money on the best and most attrac- 
tive children’s books and lending a librarian to work in 
the library and with the schools until a smoothly-runnin 
system was established. And that town which had looked 
on the library as a provider of the twopenny-circulating- 
library type of reading matter, in seeing the travel, biography 
and history as well as the story books read by the children, 
awoke to the understanding of what a real library could be. 

At Boys and Girls House and in all the braach and 
school libraries, the books that are ordered in quantity 
each year are the kind of books any child would be proud 
to own himself. The children’s classics are bought in large 
quantities, and the branch orders for replacements are far 
larger than those for new books. Though it seems to be 
impossible to buy enough copies of each book so that a 
child has a reasonable chance of finding it on the shelves, 
the policy is to duplicate heavily on those titles in great 
demand. Lately the general staff meetings have been given 
over to book reviewing—not of recent publications—that 
‘ is done automatically by a committee and to a great extent 
by Miss Smith herself—but of the books on the shelves. 
Every book has been read and annotated by at least four 
people—over 4,000 books have been reviewed, and 
many books of the kind taken very much for granted have 
been tested, and have either proved themselves or have 
been rejected. The result of these findings will shortly 
be issued as a new edition of the Toronto catalogue, 
“* Books for Boys and Girls.” It will be classified under the 
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headings evolved in the book arrangement adopted several 
years ago by the library. A system which does away with 
a great deal of routine has made the books themselves more 
easily found by the children and has added considerably 
to the attractive appearance of the shelves. 

At six o’clock the librarians firmly propel the last 
lingerers to the desk where their books are marked, pages 
straighten the shelves and a rough estimate of the day’s 
circulation is taken ; 500 is an average day ; it represents 
an appreciable part of the work, but the total cannot be 
estimated in figures. The registration book shows a newly- 
filled page. Each child as he returns his registration card 
is asked to write in this book his name, his age, the name 
of his school and the birthplace of his father—and we find 
on this day a sprinkling of Canadians, with England, 
Poland, Switzerland, Greece, Ireland and Russia as the 
other mother countries of the new borrowers. 

The fire has burnt low in the grate—the lights are 
turned out—a faint coloured glow from the ship’s lantern 
in the vestibule falls on the last librarian as she leaves the 
house. Leaves it? Not yet evidently, for there is a clatter 
of roller skates on the step and a coaxing voice is heard : 
“ Library closed ? Aw gee—I didn’t know-it was so late. 
I just gotta have a book to read to-night.” 


CHILDREN’S READING.—The Sheffield City 
Libraries have made a survey of children’s reading. This 
survey has shown a number of things, none of which will 
come as startling discoveries to anyone who has had any 
dealings with children and the books they read. We 
are told that more fiction than non-fiction is read; that 
girls read more than boys; that air stories are the most 
popular among boys and school stories among girls. 
It seems that half the children do not read their books right 
through; that adult influence on their reading is not 
important and that the wireless and films also have a negli- 
gible effect. 

There is probably more in the survey than is given 
in the press summary we have read, but we shall be 
surprised if the results obtained will be of much use to 
anybody outside the Library in which the survey was taken. 
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Illustration by Dorothy P. Lathrop for Amimals of the Bible. 
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*Two Newcomers 
DOROTHY P. LATHROP 
ELIZABETH COATSWORTH 

” By H.J.B.W. 


LTHOUGH Dorothy Lathrop illustrated Hitty 
by Rachel Field (Routledge) it is possible that she 
will not have been remembered for that by many 
readers because we have not yet been educated 
to the point of considering illustrations as an 

integral part of a children’s book unless those illustrations 
are tull page plates in colour by a well-known artist. So 
we may welcome Miss Lathrop as a newcomer who has 
given us Animals of the Bible (Oxford, 6/-), a book which 
was honoured as the first recipient of the recently founded 
Caldecott Medal. 

Miss Lathrop’s background fits the work for children 
she is now doing. Her father founded a boys’ club and 
was instrumental in establishing a juvenile court in his 
city and in various reforms relating to the young. Her 
mother is a famous painter and her sister is a well-known 
sculptor. Her work as an illustrator began twenty years 
ago when she was teaching and she has been at it ever 
since. 

But her work as illustrator of other people’s books 
has now been over-shadowed by works of which she her- 
self is both author and illustrator. The first of these, The 
Fairy Circus, in which the fairies with the aid of the little 
woodland creatures stage a circus of their own, and The 
Little White Goat, in which a boy and his sister follow 
the little goat into the wood and find that the animals are 
no longer afraid of them, are both notable for delicacy 
of colour and fine black and white work. 

In Who Goes There and in Bouncing Betsy, the former 
the story of a picnic given to the woodland creatures by 
two children, and the latter the very delightful adventures 





* In using the term ‘ Newcomers’ I mean inasmuch as none of these artists’ 
work has hitherto appeared in an English edition. For some time all their books 
have been available through their English agents, C. Combridge, Ltd., and they 
are well known in many public libraries. 








PAGE 14 














yi 
A \ 


W777 











Illustration by Marguerite de Angeli for A/ice Ali By Herself. 
(Harrap, 6/-) 
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of a baby lamb when he is first left alone in a field, we are 
given the results of a new technique. The pictures are 
drawn with a lithograph pencil and are without colour. 
They are exquisite and the medium perfectly conveys the 
beautiful soft texture of the animals’ fur. In Aximals of the 
Bible the same method is used with the addition of a certain 
amount of colour. 

When Miss Lathrop was asked to do the pictures of 
this book, the text of which consists of quotations from the 
Authorised Version, she was very pleased. “I think,” 
she writes, “ that when I was very little I would have liked 
such a book. Of all the stories in the Bible those about 
animals were then my favourites.” Although the artist 
is at her best when drawing young, baby, animals, gambol- 
ling lambs, tiny rabbits, mice and squirrels whose furry 
beauty she so excellently portrays, she has shown herself 
fully capable of drawing a Leviathan, just as she has given 
us thrilling pictures of 2 fight between a tiger and a boa- 
constrictor in Mukerji’s Fierce-Face. 

My own feeling is that Animals of the Bible is not Miss 
Lathrop’s best work; I should give that place to Who 


Goes There or to Bouncing Betsy, but because of the general 
excellence and value of the work she has done for children 
there can be no disputing the fact that the first Caldecott 
Medal was rightly awarded. 


* * * * 


. Nearly three years ago an American children’s librarian 
asked me if I had ever read The Cat Who Went To Heaven. 
I had not, but did so a week or so later, and ever since that 
experience I have been asking people the same question. 
Elizabeth Coatsworth is to me the one American writer of 
children’s books whose latest work I must read immediately 
on publication. 

Alice All By Herself, which Harrap has just published, 
will affect many readers as it does the reviewer whose notes 
appear elsewhere in these columns. It is a find. Among 
that very small collection of books for girls, books the 
value of which is in their handling of everyday things 
rather than in excitement, Alice Al/ By Herself will find a 
high place. | 
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Elizabeth Coatsworth is primarily a poet and that fact 
is apparent in nearly all her children’s books ; not only in 
the short poems she uses so effectively between chapters, 
but in the whole atmosphere of the stories and in the blend- - 
ing of imagination and reality that marks so many of them. 
Wide travel ever since childhood has also been used for 
material, but this has been used in a manner that shows 
how thoroughly the author absorbs the essential elements 
in the life of the country she is in. This appears sometimes 
long years after the visit, drawn back from a retentive 
memory. 

Her most beautiful book, a Newbery Medal winner, 
is The Cat Who Went to Heaven._ It is the story of a poor 
Japanese artist who is commissioned to paint a picture of 
the Buddha and the animals who paid homage to him. It is 
a collection of Buddhist legends beautifully woven together 
and illustrated by Lynd Ward with pictures that could not 
possibly have been in finer harmony with the story. Per- 
haps too subtle for many young readers to appreciate fully 
without help, it is a book that no story-teller can afford to 
be without. One children’s librarian has told me that, 
made into a group of three stories, it provided the most 
successful story-hour material she had ever had. 

More similar to Alice All By Herself is Away Goes 
Sally, the tale of the transportation of a little wooden house 
on runners from Massachusetts to Maine. The scene of 
the story is of no consequence to a young reader, the interest 
centres on the little girl Sally. She is a most vividly drawn 
character. It is a most enjoyable book and I have yet to 
meet a girl of nine or ten who was not captivated by it. 

The three books already mentioned are the ones most 
likely to be permanently successful with English readers 
and I feel they are Miss Coatsworth’s best work, but several 
of her other books are worth attention. There is The Cat 
and the Captain, her first children’s book, a very entertaining 
short story of a sea captain, his cook, and the cat Susannah. 
The Boy with the Parrot also has a following. The scene is 
laid in Guatemala, and the book tells of a boy who set off 
with a pedlar’s pack to help the family fortunes. The tale 
is mingled with stories told to the boy by his wayside 
acquaintances. 
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Miss Coatsworth has nothing to give in excitement or 
thrilling adventures. Her books all deal with everyday 
incidents, moving quietly along, but they all show the hand 
of an artist, are well constructed, with unusually good 
characterisation, and are full of a freshness and beauty that 
reflect the author’s own temperament. | 





Illustration by Cicely Englefield for 
Bennie Black Lamb 
(Murray 2 /-) 
Main Library Children’s Room 
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Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs 


Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs. Translated and illustrated by Wanda 
Gag. 43 pp. 8x6} bds. Faber 2/6 


Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs. An authorised book of the Walt 
Disney film. 79 pp. 12} X93, cloth back. Collins 5 /- 


HERE are many differences, some quite funda- 

mental, between these two versions of Grimm’s 

story. The Disney version will undoubtedly have 

the larger immediate sale (but not, I hope, among 

librarians). It will ride along on the fame of the 
film on which it is based ; it has the support of a wealthy 
sales organisation that includes other editions based on the 
film and selling at sixpence in every cheap store; Snow 
White this and that in the grocers’ shops; Snow White 
toys ; little models that bring an entirely new and to my 
mind erroneous idea of dwarfs. In fact one tends to become 
rather sick of Snow White. All this, of course, will pass 
and in time the book may be forgotten, but there is a danger 
that for some time to come most children will think of 
Snow White, not as a lovely fairy tale to re-read which 
they must turn to their volume of Grimm, but as a film 
by the man who makes the Mickey Mouse films. They may 
remember an uproariously funny house-cleaning or an 
equally uproarious tussle for a solitary cushion. They may 
conceive of a dwarf as a little deformed creature with a 
repulsive bulbous nose and Snow White herself may be 
recalled as a simpering doll-like person with synthetic 
eyelashes and crimson finger nails. 


The essence of a folk story is its simplicity. Disney’s 
version is sophisticated, and its humour of the crudest 
sort. The story is altered from the original with a great 
deal of liberty and showing no improvements, and the 
alterations are entirely subservient to the demands of the 
film producer. Why, therefore, not have kept it as a film 
and why drag in the name of Grimm? This book is not 
Grimm and it is not a fairy story. 


* * * 
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Wanda Gag’s version, which in contrast to Disney’s 
“adaptation” is termed “a free translation,” is timely. 
Indeed I feel that Miss Gag must have been asked to do it at 
this time and I do not feel that it is up to the standard of her 
Tales From Grimm. In any case I am grateful for it. If 
librarians buy it generously, as I hope they will, it will 
serve as an antidote to the Disney version and may perhaps 
do something to bring the young reader back to the normal 
conception of Grimm. 


Miss Gag is eminently qualified for her task. She was 
brought up on Grimm. Night after night the Household 
Tales were her bedtime stories and she spoke nothing but 
German until she went to school. She shows more appre- 
ciation of the folk tale spirit than any writer I have met. All 
her books breathe that spirit: Mé/lions of Cats ; Gone is 
Gone ; Tales from Grimm—all these are as nearly perfect 
as anything of the sort we have had. Her translations are 
done with the utmost care, and after absorbing the spirit 
of the tales she passes them on to us in a clear simple prose 
that is worthy of her theme. 


Her woodcuts, too, are equally full of the folk-lore 
tradition. The pictures in this book show us the Seven 
Dwarfs as the jolly little chaps we expect them to be; the 
little hut just the thing for them—and incidentally it is 
spotlessly clean. The wicked queen in her disguises is 
still sufficiently human to be likely to cajole the Princess into 
eating a poisoned apple—I am quite convinced that the 
appearance of the nightmarish-looking queen in the Disney 
book would make any child run for miles. The rows of 
little beds and neatly laid table are exactly what children 
love to see. These pictures breathe fun and friendliness, 
. and the sinister note is adequately expressed in the picture 
of the queen preparing the poisoned apple in her laboratory. 


Let us keep our Grimm as he is, at any rate in essence, 
and let us preserve the accepted traditions of our fairy 
tale inheritance until we have something better, more 
beautiful or more useful, to offer. 
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Some Editions of Children’s Classics 
Compiled by M. F. Austin. 


HE number and variety of the editions of most of 

the well-known classics for children are extensive 

and rather bewildering. An attempt has only been 

made here to select some of the best editions of 

some classics for children, which are suitable for 
them in format and presentation. In making this selection 
a good deal of variation in standards was unavoidable. 
Some of the titles included can be represented by good 
examples of attractive book-production, but it is depressing 
to record that in many cases books which should be an 
important literary heritage for the child are not published 
in a form worthy of their text. It suggests that considerable 
development is desirable in this field of children’s book 
production in this country. 

In certain cases publications have been excluded because 
close print, however good, dull covers and pages, however 
distinctive, unadorned text, however correct, often form a 
barrier between the child and the book. A classic for 
children should be printed on good paper, in clear print 
with adequate margins and spacing ; it should be attractive 
in appearance, with illustrations of a high artistic quality ; 
‘and, finally, the whole form of the book should be in close 
harmony with the spirit of the original work. 

These are high standards, and it is not affirmed that 
the books in this list reach them. The compiler has only 
included particulars of some of the best editions there are 
available and often the best are not very satisfactory. 

Some attempt has been made to include satisfactory 
cheap editions. The question of cost presents the greatest 
problem to those who purchase books for children and wish 
to maintain a high standard. The books we approve are 
so often expensive that they are sparingly purchased. It 
is really time, however, that we insisted on quality before 
quantity in our book selection. And possibly prices could 
be lowered considerably if the demands for these books 
were extended. ; 

An asterisk marks editions which reacha high standard 
of book production or which have special artistic merit. 
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SOME EDITIONS OF CHILDREN’S CLASSICS 


* Lisop’s Fables. 224 pp. 846". Heinemann . 7/6 
The fullest edition of the Fables among those noted here, including 224 
tales, translated by V. S. Vernon Jones. The format of this edition, with 
illustrations in colour and black and white, by Arthur Rackham, is of a 
high standard 


—— 98 pp. 10x74. Oxford University Press . 5/- 
A selection of the better known fables, with bold designs by ‘Phyllis A. 
Terry. The type is clear and bold and the letterpress set out effectively to 
capture the interest of younger childre >. 


*—— 86 pp. 9}x6}. Combridge ‘ 7/6 

A good example of attractive book production. " ‘The wood engravings 

by Boris Artzybasheff, who has also edited the Fables, give the book its chief 
distinction. 


—— 128 pp. 7}x5}. Dent : _* -— 
A shorter edition of the Fables, translated and illustrated i in aie by 
F. C. Tilney. “‘ Tales for Children from Many Lands ” series. 


Axcort, Louisa M. Littl Women. 277 pp. 745. Nelson 2/- 
An illustrated cheap edition of average merit. 


— 255 pp- 745. Ward Lock , ’ 2/- 
A cheap edition of a fair standard, with a frontispiece. There appears 
to be no rea ly good English edition of this book. 


—— 397 pp- 84x54. New York, Grosset and 
Dunlap . 2/6 
A satisfactory cheap edition, with a frontispiece. The second part of the 
story Good Wives is included. 


—-. 475 pp. 8}x6}. New York, Garden City 
Publishing Co. , 4/6 
A good American production (including the sequel Good Wives) 
with ieaneations 1 in colour by Harve Stein. 


ANDERSEN, Hans. Fairy Tales. 224 pp. 8X5}. Appleton 5/- 
Thirteen of the most famous stories edited for children by Edward L. 
Thorndike, with drawings by Gustaf Tenggren. 


—— — 339pp- 7#X54- Dent. 3/6 

An attractive, well-illustrated edition in the series 2s of - Illustrated Classics 

for young people.” The translation is by Mrs. E. Lucas and the illustrations, 

y Thomas William and Charles Robinson, are numerous and pleasing. 

(It should be noted that books issued in this series can be obtained in a 
reinforced binding at 5/-.) 


— 349 pp- 94X64. Oxford University Press. 5/- 

An attractive edition, well illustrated and printed in good clear type. 

The illustrators are Rie Cramer and L. A. Govey. Thirty-two stories are 
given in this version. 
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*ANDERSEN, Hans. Fairy Tales and Legends. 470 pp. 84 5}. 
Cobden-Sanderson : 7/6 
The delicate and fanciful illustrations of Rex Whistler give this edition 


important artistic merit. Format, illustrations and text are here in excep- 
tional harmony. 


—— Forty Stories. 466 pp. 84X54}. ‘Faber . ; 7/6 

These stories have been translated from the Danish by M. R. James, 

Provost of Eton, and the pleasant coloured illustrations are by Christine 
Jackson. A suitable edition for older children. 


—— It’s Perfectly True\ and other stories. 558 pp. 84 x6. 
Macmillan. . 7/6 
Translations of a number of stories, including some of the shorter stories 
not very well known in England, by Paul Leyssac. The illustrations by 
Vilhelm Pedersen are those done for the original Danish edition, and add 
distinct charm to a book warmly recommended. 


221 pp. 107. Hodder 
and Stoughton. 6/- 
The well-known stories in 1 really ‘bold type suitable for young children. 
The coloured illustrations by Edmund Dulac are particularly charming. 


—— The Mermaid, and other Fairy Stories. 127 pp. 7} $5}- 
Dent . . 1/6 
A good cheap edition of eleven famous 5 stories translated by Mrs. Edgar 
Lucas a illustrated in colour by Maxwell Armfield. “‘ The Ugly Duckling ” 


and other stories is a companion volume in this series (“ Tales for children from 
Many Lands.”’). 


Queen. 209 pp. 9X6}. Combridge , 4/6 
An ornate but beautifully designed volume. The drawings by Katharine 
Beverley and Elizabeth Ellender are in black and red, and the text is printed 


in clear, heavy type, large and well spaced. The endpapers are particularly 
effective. 


The Arabian Nights. 402 pp. 74X5}- Appleton - - 3/6 
Some of the well-known stories edited for children by Baward L. 


Thorndike. The illustrations by Boris Artzybasheff are decorative and add 
distinction to the book. 


: 7/6 
illustrations by Maxfield Parrish are most vivid and attractive. The 


editors of this selection of the tales are Kate Douglas Wiggin and Nora A. 
Smith. 


The Arabian Nights’ Entertainments. 424 pp. 745. Long- 
mans Green . . s/~ 


A fairly full idlition, edited - -by Andrew Leng. With decorative illus- 
trations by H. S. Ford. 


Fairy Tales from the Arabian Nights. 333 pp. 735}. Dent 3/6 

The favourite stories edited and arranged by E. Dixon. This i is a good 

general edition in the “‘ Illustrated Classics for Young People ”’ series, plen- 
tifully illustrated in colour and black and white by John Batten. 
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*Stories from the Arabian Nights. 222 pp. 10X74. Hodder 
and Stoughton : 6/- 


Four of the stories retold by Laurence "Housman with illustrations by 
Edmund Dulac. The bold type makes it a suitable volume for young children. 


Bunyan, JoHN. The Pilgrim’s Progress. 315 pp. 73X54 


Dent 3/6 

This well- illustrated edition of the famous allegory should appeal to - M 
child’s imagination. The artist is Frank C. Pape and the book is issued in 
the “ Illustrated Classics for Young People ” series. 


*CARROLL, Lewis. A/ice’s Adventures in Wonderland. 8} x 6}. 
Heinemann . 6 


> 
The delicacy and imaginative quality of Arthur Rackham’ s illustrations 
in colour and black and white give this great classic a new appeal. 


206 pp. 8x6. Macmillan . 6/- 
Sir John Tennicl’s original illustrations give this edition a special charm 
and distinction. The type is also well commended. A smaller edition 


(Macmillan, 4/6), may be obtained of this book, with Tenniel’s illustrations 
in black and white only. 


——— 199 pp. 946}. Milford . . 5/- 
An edition in large type, with pleasant pictures in ‘colour by A. E. 
Jackson. This is not a particularly distinguished production, but is inviting 

to the eyes of younger readers. 


Alice in Wonderland. 222 pp. 10X74. Hodder and 
Stoughton. 6/- 


The pictures by Gwynedd M. Hudson are attractive, and the type is 
suitable for younger children. 


Through the Looking Glass, and What Alice Found There. 
235 pp. 8x6}. Macmillan 


A good edition in large type, with Sir “John Tenniel’ s famous original 
illustrations. There is also a smaller edition (Macmillan, 4/6) which has has 
Tenniel’s illustrations in black and white only. 


CERVANTES SAAVEDRA, MIGUEL DE. The Adventures of Don 
Quixote de La Mancha. 531 pp. 7#x 53. Dent . , 3/6 


A ‘specially — edition, in the “ Illustrated Classics for Young 
People ” series, with illustrations in black and white by W. Heath Robinson. 


—. 446 pp. 7X5. Harrap. 2/6 
An abridged edition for young people, without illustrations. 

_*Coorer, JAMES FentmorE. The Deersiayer; or, the First 

War-path. 462 pp. 947}. Scribners , 7/6 


An excellent piece of book production in large type, with good coloured 
illustrations by N. C. Wyeth. The endpaper designs are particularly notable. 


—— The Deerslayer. 522 pe. 745. Macmillan . 3/6 
A fairly good cheap edition, with drawings by H. M. Brock. 


—— The Last of the Mobicans, 428 pp. 8x5 a New York, 
Grosset and Dunlap 2/6 


The type is clear and good, although the paper i isa little thin. " ‘There are 
decorative endpapers, but no illustrations. 
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Cooper, JAMES Fentmore. The Last os the Mobicans.. 379 pp. 
74X5. Harrap ; ‘ 


A cheap edition in satisfactory type, not Ghuniaie 


370 pp. 7}X9}. Scribners. . ‘ , ‘ 7/6 


An excellent, well-printed production, with vivid pictures in colour by 
N. C. Wyeth. 


Deror, Danret. The Adventures of Robinson Crusoe on his 
Island. 128 pp. 745}. Dent ‘ ‘ 1/6 


“* Tales for Children from Many Lands ”’ series. A ei abridged edition 
for younger readers, with coloured csnasiens by J. A. Symington. 


—— The Life and Strange Adventures of Robinson Crusoe of 
York, Mariner, as related o a 352 pp. 9X6}. 
Milford . , 5/- 


The first part of — s aiensiiin’ in a clearly printed edition, with 
coloured plates by Noel Pocock. 


The Life and Surprising Adventures of Robinson Crusoe 
of York, Mariner. 472 pp. 735}. Dent . : : 3/6 


Includes the two parts of Crusoe’s history, with attractive illustrations 
by J. A. Symington. “ Illustrated Classics for Young People ” series. 


—— Robinson Crusoe. 320 pp. 6}X9}. Harrap. 2/- 


A large, well-printed edition of the first part of the story. The illustra- 
tions in colour are pleasant but rather lacking in movement. 


*DICKENS, CHARLES. A Christmas Carol. 147 pp. 8x6. 
Heinemann ‘ 7/6 


A decorative, oe _—— edition with vanbiitial illustrations i in colour 
and black and white by Arthur Rackham. 


414 pp. 9}x6}. Harrap. ° 6/- 
Contains four stories from ‘‘ Christmas Books ” and six from “‘Christmas 


Stories.” The illustrations in colour and the designs by H. M. Brock give 
this book a very attractive appearance. 


—— The Cricket on the Hearth. 182 pp. 736}. Warne . 2/- 


A rather charming well-illustrated edition likely to appeal to younger 
children. The artist is F. D. Bedford. 


——- The Personal History of David raeteating 850 pp. 
8$x6. Harrap. . ‘ ‘ ° 7/6 


The type of this rather oe edition is — -spaced and clear, and the 
coloured plates by Gertrude Demain Hammond are pleasing. 


—— Oliver Twist. 434 pp. 745. Nelson . ‘ ‘ 2/- 


/ 


A fairly good cheap edition, with illustrations by George Cruikshank. 
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*DIckENS, CHARLES. The Posthumous Papers of the Pickwick 
Club. 687 pp. 9464. Harrap . 7/6 
The coloured plates by C. E. Brock have captured the atmosphere of the 
story very well, and the edition i is well recommended. 
(It may be noted here that the “‘ Fireside” Edition of the works of 
Dickens, published by the Oxford University Press at 4/6, is a good standard 
edition, though perhaps not quite suitable for children. A satisfactory cheap 


edition is tnat published by Dent at 2/6, though in this case again the print 
is a little small.) 


Dumas, ALEXANDRE. The Count ov Monte Cristo. 440 pp. 
84x 5}. Black . 3/6 
An abbreviated edition by G. E. " Mitton, neat and well- produced, with 
good coloured illustrations by Sybil Tawse. 


— 472 pp. 745. Harrap 3/- 
A satisfactory cheap edition, translated and abridged by N. C. Griffin. 
Not illustrated. 


— 962 pp. 83x54. New York. Grosset and 
Dunlap 4/- 


This appears to be an unabridged version. It is well- printed, without 
illustrations. 


‘Extor, Grorce. Silas Marner. 262 pp. 7X4}. Dent. 
(Everyman’s Library) . 3/- 
This edition has not usually been secommended owing to smallness of 


type and narrow margins. In this example the print is not too close and the 
spacing is sufficiently wide. Not illustrated. 


<3 o> 74x5. Nelson. ‘ ‘ 2/- 
1 


A cheap edition of average merit, with line drawings. 


—— The Mill on the Floss. 589 pp. 745. Nelson. ; 2/- 


A similar edition to that noted above. There appears to be no really 
good children’s edition of George Eliot. 


Grimm, JACOB AND WILHELM. Fairy Tales. 364 pp. 94 x6}. 
Oxford Press . ‘ 5/- 


An edition of a more ordinary kind, in good clear print, with coloured 
illustrations by Noel Pocock. 


— 9}x7}. Scribners. 7/6 


Selected stories, illustrated in bright colour by Blenore Abbott. A most 
attractive book. 


Household Stories. 268 pp. 744}. Macmillan . : 3/6 
A selection from the collection translated by Lucy Crane, with black and 
white illustrations by Walter Crane. 


—— Household Tales. 400pp. 735}. Dent , 3/6 

A volume in the “ Illustrated Classics for Young People ”’ series, decora- 

tively illustrated in black and white by R. Anning Bell. Edited by Marian 
Edwards. 
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*GRIMM, JACOB AND WILHELM. Takes from Grimm. 247 pp. 
846}. Faber ‘ - 
A free translation of some, of the stories (including : some of the less 


familiar ones), by Wanda Gag. This is a charming book and the translator’s 


illustrations have caught the folklore atmosphere. Very suitable for younger 
children. 


*HAWTHORNE, NATHANIEL. Tanglewood Tales. 222 PP- 10 X 
73. Hodder and Stoughton. ° 6/- 


The vivid, imaginative pictures by Edmund Dulac give these stories a 
new charm. The type is good and the book is well recommended. 


—— A Wonder Book. 127 pp. 745}. Dent. . ‘ 1/6 
“Tales for Children from Many Lands” series. Four of the stories, 
with coloured illustrations by H. Granville Fell. 


—— A Wonder Book and Tanglewood Tales. 372 PP- 
7? X54. Dent ; 3/6 
** Tilustrated Classics for Young People ” series. An attractive edition 
with illustrations in a decorative, classical style by Merlyn Mann. 


—— 356 pp. 8x6. Harrap ‘ 3/6 


A neat well-printed edition, with good colour plates by Gustaf Tenggren 
and Stephen Reid. 


* JEFFERIES, RicHARD. Bevis: the Story of a Boy. 519 pp. 
83x54. Cape 7/6 


The line eke ‘by E. H. Shepard add charm to this famous classic 
of open-air adventure. 


KINGSLEY, CHARLES. Hereward the Wake. 575 pp. TEXS- 
Nelson 


A fairly good cheap edition with ‘slight illustrations. 


— 517 pp. 8x54. New York, Grosset and 
Dunlap . 


A recommended American edition, with half-t tone plates by Gertrude 
Demain Hammond. 


4/- 


The Heroes: or, Greek Fairy Tales for My Children. 
222 pp. 7} X54. Black ; 3/6 


An edition with four coloured plates, which has the merit of fairly bold 
type, suitable for younger children. 


—— The Heroes. 229 pp. 7X4}. Dent (Everyman’s 
Library) - 
Illustrated with full- -page designs i in black and white by T. 3. Robinson. 


A rather sober but neat production, with wider margins than usual in this 
series. 


The Heroes: or, Greek Fairy Tales for My Children. 
167 pp. 8} x 53. Medici Soc. ». : 7/6 
Print, illustrations and general format are of high quality. The plates, 


from the water colour drawings by W. Russell Flint, are in most attractive 
colour. 
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KINGSLEY, CHARLES. The Water Babies: a fairy tale for a land 


baby. 284pp. 7}X5}. Dent. 3/6 

A good edition in the “ Illustrated Classics for Young People ” series. 
The illustrations by Margaret W. Tarrant are rather in the “ pretty ”’ style, 
but they will appeal to younger children. 


—— The Water Babies. 212 pp. 107}. Hodder and 
Stoughton . 6/- 


A well-printed, decorative book with illustrations in colour and line 
by Jessie Willcox Smith. 


—— The Water Babies: a fairy tale for a land baby. 280 pp. 
846}. Macmillan ‘ 6/- 


A well-printed production, in large ty pe, with bright, fanciful Shea 
tions by Linley Sambourne. 


—— The Water Babies. 252 pp. 9}x6}. Oxford Press 5/- 
The type is co and clear and the book, which has designs and coloured 
illustrations by A. E. Jackson, will appeal particularly to younger children. 


—— Westward Ho! 591 pp. 745. Macmillan . ‘ 3/6 


A satisfactory edition, illustrated with line drawings. 


READE, CHARLES. The Cloister and the Hearth. 707 pp. 
8}x6. Harrap. 7/6 


An attractive edition of the great “historical romance. The colour plates 
by Evelyn Paul recapture the pageantry of the medizval period. 


74 X 5 /6 


3 
A good cheap sities with illustrations in the text by Charles Keene 
and M. Sankey. 


onmus 707 pp. 8x54. New York, Grosset and 
Dunlap . ‘ 4/- 
An American edition which has fairly satisfactory print. There are no 
illustrations. 


Scotr, Str WALTER. Ivanhoe. 472 pp. 735}. Black 
(Waverley Novels) , 3/6 
There are no illustrations, except a frontispiece. Although the print 


is a little small the appearance of the book should not be unattractive to 
children. 


*—— —— 515 pp. 9$X7}. Harper. - 7/6 

A well-recommended edition, Phich gives the story a picturesque and 

romantic visual appeal. The illustrations by Frank E. Schoonover are 

colourful, and there are many designs and drawings in the text, which is 
excellently set out in large print. 


—— — 574 pp- 7$Xj5. Nelson. 2/- 
A fairly good cheap edition, with line drawings by F.E. ‘Hiley. 


Spyri, JOHANNA. Heidi. 360 pp. 8X54. Appleton . , 5/- 
This is a slightly simplified version, edited by Edward L. Thorndike, 
drawings in black and white by Hildegarde Woodward. 
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Spyri, JOHANNA. Heidi. 319 pp. 7254. Dent. .° . 3/6 
** Tllustrated Classics for Young People ” series. The coloured illustra- 
tions and the drawings in the text are by Lizzie Lawson. 


— — 329 pp. 8x5}. Harrap. , ‘ 3/6 
A good cheap edition, with plates by Anne Anderson. 


—- 319 pp. 9X6}. New York, Garden City 
Publishing Co. , he 
The vivid colours of the plates by Maud and Miska Petersham excel- 


lently capture the Swiss atmosphere, and the whole format is of a satisfactory 
standard. 


— 319 pp. 8X5}. Lippincott . 6/- 


The illustrations in colour are by Maria L. Kirk. A good clearly- -printed 
library edition. 


*SwiFT, JONATHAN. Gzulliver’s Travels. 296 pp. 8X53. 
Harrap , /6 
An edition for children by Padraic Colum, with illustrations by Willy 


Pogany which give the book distinction. This is a most satisfactory cheap 
edition. 


— 224 pp- 10X7}. Hodder and Stoughton. 6/- 
This edition is easy to read and well illustrated with pictures in black 
and white and in colour by R. G. Mossa. 


Wyss, JoHANN D. The Swiss Family Robinson. 454 pp. 


3 x54. Dent P 3/6 
Another volume in the “‘ Illustrated Classics for ¥ oung People ” series, 
attractively illustrated in colour and in the text by Charles Folkard. 


431 pp. 94 x 6}. Oxford Press. 5/- 


An attractive book in large type, with colour plates by T.. H. Robinson. 


—-- 371 pp. 84x54. New York, Grosset and 
Dunlap ; . 2/6 


A well-printed edition with a coloured frontispiece. Edited by William 
H. G. Kingston. 


OUR CONTRIBUTORS.—Mrs. Katharine Tozer is 
well known as the author-illustrator of the “ Mumfie 
Books.” Miss Kathleen Lines is on the editorial staff of 
the Oxford Press, and was formerly on the staff of Boys 
and Girls Book House, Toronto, which she describes so 
pleasingly in this issue. Miss M. F. Austin is the County 
Librarian of Nottinghamshire. When Deputy-Librarian 
in Derbyshire she began the series of excellent annual lists 
of children’s books for which that county is justly famous. 





Escape to Persia 


KATHARINE HULL and PAMELA WHITLOCK 


Authors of The Far-Distant Oxus 


Of the first book written by these authors and published last year, 
The Times wrote, ‘One of the best children’s books published this 
year is the work of two young authors of I5 and 16 years old.’ The 
Evening News said, ‘A collaboration of genius ; a book which is a 
masterpiece. Its story is a simple vivid one of a children’s holiday on 
Exmoor.’ 


Both books are illustrated by PAMELA WHITLOCK, each 7s. 6d. net 


Arthur Ransome 


Christmas will not be the same this year. There is no new Ransome. 
But there is a new edition of Swallowdale, with illustrations by 
Arthur Ransome. 


SWALLOWDALE * SWALLOWS AND AMAZONS 
PETER DUCK +» WINTER HOLIDAY - COOT CLUB 
PIGEON POST - WE DIDN’T MEAN TO GO TO SEA 


Illustrated by the author, each 7s. 6d. net 





Moonshine and Clover and 


A Doorway in Fairyland by 
LAURENCE HOUSMAN 


These two collections of fairy stories, illustrated by Miss Clemance 
Housman, are now re-issued with uniform bindings, each 5s. net 


~The Indian Twins 
LUCY FITCH PERKINS 


This story of two Indian children is the eleventh in the Twin Series. 
Illustrated, 3s. 6d. net 





Write for illustrated prospectus of these and 
other books for boys and girls 


JONATHAN CAPE 30 BEDFORD SQUARE LONDON 
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Reviews 


FaRJEON, ELEANOR. Sing for Your Supper. Illus. 
by Isobel and John Morton Sale. 215 pp. 
8x54. Michael Joseph . ‘ ‘ 6/- 


It is some years since Eleanor Farjeon published a book of 
verses and this volume represents the fruits of those years. It 
contains, therefore, as would be expected, a variety of subjects, 
moods and styles. Sometimes the author lets herself meander 
descriptively over happy scenes and pleasant memories: at 
others, her thought is clear as crystal, sharply defined’ and 
delicately clothed, with that rare simplicity which is Miss Farjeon’s 
own. 

For my part, I was particularly charmed with This Holy 
Night (page 200) : 

“ God bless your house this holy night, 
And all within it ; 


God bless the candle that you light 
To midnight’s minute : 


The board at which you break your bread, 
The cup you drink of : 


And as you raise it, the unsaid 
Name that you think of.” 


Each very different, though exquisite in its way, are the 
verses called Herb-Names. 


“ Herb Margaret’s the Daisy 
That groweth in mead. 
Herb Peter is the cowslip 
Where cattle do feed.” 


and Geography : 


“ The very Streets I live in, and the Meadows where I play, 
Are just as much Geography as Countries far away.” 


and Jolly March Wind. 


The book is divided into sections. The first is for children 
all over the world. One is about herbs, another of dogs. There 
is a school-child’s alphabet, twelve poems for the seasons and 
seven for Christmas. Most people will find something for them- 
selves and something to read aloud and many will love the whole 
collection. They are not written especially for children, but are 





Tales of Adventure 


LIFEBOATMEN, actually telling you of their most 
exciting rescues! Round the British coast travelled Gerda 
Shairer and Egon Jameson, persuading shy heroes to talk. 
The result is Heroes of British Lifeboats (75. 6d. net). 
You’ll meet Henry Blogg, of Cromer, who does not know 
how many people he has saved ; Richard Stephens, of the 
Lizard boat, who always wears a green hat; Mrs. Amelia 
Johnson, heroine of Gorleston ; and many others. This 
vivid book for older boys and girls has interesting photo- 


graphs. 


TRAVELLERS. You've all heard of Livingstone and 
Stanley. But do you know of other explorers of the 19th 
century such as Oswell, the big-game hunter ; Lord Milton, 
who nearly starved to death in the Rockies; Joshua 
Slocum, who sailed round the world in a tiny boat; and 
Guinnard, who was captured and enslaved by Patagonians ? 
T. C. Bridges tells of these and other intrepid men in 
Heroes of Forgotten Adventure (75. 6d. net). 


CAPTURING WILD ANIMALS. Frank Buck is world- 
famous for his work for Zoos. In On Jungle Trails (65. net) 
he tells of his adventures in Far Eastern jungles. This is a 
thrilling book with thrilling photographs and it is a Junior 
Book Club Recommendation. 


AFRICAN STORIES. A largely autobiographical book is 
Adventures of a Prodigal, by Edward Sutton (55 net), about 
a boy’s experiences in Kenya. And our old friend Trooper 
Useless (you remember the Children’s Hour broadcasts ?) 
appears again in L. Patrick Greene’s Not so Useless (55. net). 


HARRAP BOOKS 
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rather the expression of Miss Farjeon’s lively, changing moods, 
which are straightforward, open and uninhibited. But she is 
observant, too, and registers the little details which make instant 
contact with the reader through similar experiences. 

The production is pleasant though the Sales’ talent has been 
seen to better advantage, I think. The general appearance, 
however, is attractive. The binding is strong and the lay-out good. 

Undoubtedly, Sing for Your Supper is a book to keep by 
whether you are a parent or a librarian, something to produce at 
odd or special moments, justly confident that you will find some- 
thing in it for the occasion. ELEANOR GRAHAM. 


Lyncu, Patricia. King of the Tinkers. Illus. in 
pencil and in full colour by Catherine C. _ 
241 pp. 8x 5#. Dent ‘ 6/- 

There was real promise in Patricia Ly nite eatlier—Twrf- 
cutter’s Donkey—books for children and this she has most richly 
fulfilled in her new one, King of the Tinkers, which is very warmly 
recommended for both boys and girls of seven to ten and for 
many far older than that. 

The new story is a grand one, as full of meat as the egg of 
the old riddle, a book to satisfy any child, utterly absorbing from 
cover to cover. The scene is set, as before, in Ireland with a 
background of simple everyday things like feeding the hens 
and making clothes pegs for market out of wood that had been 
dug up with the turfs, taking the pegs and the knitting to sell 
or exchange for tea and meal, or more wool. . That seemed to 
be Miheal Fahy’s life in the little cabin which he thought everyone 
must envy. But all the time there was magic going on. Lepra- 
chauns still hid beneath dead leaves and the old heroes walked 
in the Secret Valley. Yet Miheal is a healthy, normal boy with 
no fancies—no more, that is, than any ordinary child has, par- 
ticularly if he lives in the west of Ireland. 

So well is the scene set, so sure is the style, that when ten 
hens and a cock hatched out of the eleven white round stones— 
which were all Miheal got for payment when Red Lanty went off 
with the fine pullover Mrs. Fahy had knitted for market, and laid 
their first eggs all within twenty-four hours, the reader is sur- 
prised and delighted, but never for a moment sceptical. And 
when Paudeen the cock crows so valiantly and Miheal hears the 
rattle of the tinker’s tins and hears their song, a delicious cold 
shiver warns the reader that the villain is at hand though the 
boy huddles more comfortably beneath the warm blankets 
unaware of it. The real and the fantastic are so interwoven that 
one questions neither the one nor the other. It is well done: 
beautifully and realistically done with such sure writing and 
confident invention that the author carries her readers with her 
wherever she cares to take them. 








.Dent Books for Boys & Girls 


THE CIRCUS IS COMING, by 
Noel Streatfeild. The story of two 
children who ran away and lived 
with a travelling circus. By the 
author of TENNIS SHOES and BALLET 
sHoES. (October.) With sketches 
by Steven Spurrier made in the 
circus ring. 6/- 


FAMILY GOLF by Eleanor E. 
Helme. Foreword by Joyce 
Wethered. ‘A clever combination 
of instruction with all the excite- 
ments and pleasures of a family of 
boys and girls. —The Star. Dent's 
Tales of Sports and Games. Ullus. 5/_ 


TRUDI AND HANSEL, by 
Averil Demuth. A tale of two 
children who live in the Austrian 
Tyrol with their amusing family of 
animals. Illustrated in colour and 
line by Nora Layrin. 6/- 


PETERSHAM STORY BOOKS 
OF TRAVEL, by Maud and Miska 
Petersham. sHips and TRAINS. To 
follow: WHEELS and AIRCRAFT. 
Fully illustrated in colour. 

4 volumes, 2/6 each 


SHE SHALL HAVE MUSIC, 
by Kitty Barne. An entertaining 
tale of the struggles of a musical 
child in an unmusical family, 
from the age of 8 to 15. Illus. 6/- 





KING OF THE TINKERS, by 
Patricia Lynch. The story of a 
small Irish boy’s adventures in 

ursuit of the wicked Tinker and 

is band of roving robbers, by the 
author of TURF-CUTTER’S DONKEY. 
Illustrated in colour and pencil 6/- 


THE TALKING THRUSH. 
Stories of Birds and Beasts re-told 
by W. H. D. Rouse. This well- 
known collection of Indian folk- 
tales has been out of print for some 
time and is now reissued in 
response to requests. Illus. 5/- 


SAM. Forty photographic cat 
studies by Edward Quigley. Text 
by John Crawford. ‘Every cat 
lover will recognise in these charm- 
ing pictures all the moods of the 
cat, from kittenhood upwards.’— 
Evening Standard. 8} x6§-in. 5/- 


OLD TESTAMENT STORIES, 
by Maud and Miska Petersham. 
JOSEPH ; MOSES; RUTH; DAVID. 
Lavishly illustrated by the authors 
in superb colour. 4 vols., 2/6 each 


TWIN KIDS, by Inez Hogan. 
Another little volume in the popular 
* Twins ’ Series, by the author of 
BEAR TWINS, etc. Illustrated. 2/6 


THE EVERYDAY SERIES, by 
M. C, Carey. Three new titles in 
this Series, with coloured drawings 
by Nora Lavrin: THE FIREMAN, 
THE ENGINE DRIVER, THE BAKER. 
3 volumes. (Oct. 13th). cach 1/6 


All prices are net, and all books are ready unless otherwise noted 


Supplies of new Illustrated Catalogue 
of Books for Children available from 
J. M. DENT AND SONS, LTD. 
10, Bedford St., London, W.C.z. 
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The production is interesting, and ambitious. with bright 
cheerful pictures which run off the pages. They are effective and 
colourful and sufficiently challenging in style to call forth enthu- 
siastic praise or carping objections. For myself, I think they miss 
the atmosphere which Miss Lynch sets so well—but perhaps 
that would be very difficult to capture and reproduce within the 
limits of a book illustration. They are striking enough, however, 
to help considerably in selling for they give a good lively first 
impression. The binding is strong and plain. The book opens 
well and the page is nicely proportioned and easy to read. 

ELEANOR GRAHAM. 


CoatswortH, ExvizaBeTH. Alice All By Herse/f. Illus. 
by Marguerite de Angeli. 205 pp. 83 x 53. Harrap 6/- 


They were driving to see a friend ten miles away, when Alice 
asked what were her mother’s favourite words. Her mother 
swerved from a fallen chunk of ice and answered instantly, 
“** Tranquillity’ and ‘ delight.’ ”’ 

Tranquillity and delight—those are just the words suggested 
to me by this whole lovely book. Here are the simple realities 
of life, stories of happy, untroubled days with no emotional 
stresses to mar the picture, no thrills, no sentiment, only the quiet 
absorbing interest of everyday things happening to a child whose 
lines are cast in pleasant places. 

The mind of the author is deeply aware of the movement of 
life about her, understanding the continuity behind surface 
episodes and describing the sights and scenes of childhood with 
a poise so delicate yet so sure that the reader, whether child or 
interested adult, recognises instantly the hand of authority. There 
is artistry in her work, knowledge and the fruits of long and 
thoughtful observation of the ways of human beings. 

Many people in this country will be meeting Miss Coats- 
worth’s work for the first time in this book and they could have 
no better introduction. For my own part I think I shall never 
part from A/ice A// By Herse/f—and there are actually few books 
in these days which I care to possess. Let me advise everyone 
who cares for children, and is interested in books for children, to 
get it at once and read at leisure this book of tranquillity and 
delight which is so much more than just a collection of stories 
about a charming little girl. 

It is the essence of warm, sociable humanity which makes a 
home : the friendly movements of parents towards one another, 
to their child, their neighbours, the cattle and the stranger within 
their gates—and these things are all here in Elizabeth Coatsworth’s 
book, providing the background against which take shape the 
stories of the Indian, of Alice and the bucking pony, of Miss 
Abby of the Green hand and the rest. 

For me, certainly, Alice Al] By Herse/f is a find. 

ELEANOR GRAHAM. 








BURNS OATES 
New Books for the Children 


(Illustrated) 


® More about Worzel 
Gummidge 
BARBARA EUPHAN TODD 3s. 6d. 


Surpasses, if possible, that popular favourite WORZEL 
GUMMIDGE. 


® Tob and his Dog 
GUY RAWLENCE . 3s. 6d. 


A delightful tale which tells of the adventures of a 
foundling child who sets out with his dog to seek his 


fortune. 
® Half Deck of the ‘ Bradstock’ 
DOUGLAS V. DUFF 3s. 6d. 


A story of modern Palestine in which situations of 
breathless excitement are handled with the greatest skill 
by this talented writer. 


® The Mystery Man in the Tower 
HUGH CHICHESTER 3s. 6d. 


A most exciting adventure story full of mystery and 
thrills 


@ The Hidden Valley 
EILEEN MARSH 3s. 6d. 


A fascinating book on flying for older girls. A record of 
amazing experiences in which a hidden valley is found. 


@ The Dragon and the Mosquito 


and other stories 
R. J. McGREGOR 2s. 6d. 


A volume of delightful short stories which are now being 
broadcast by the brilliant author of The Young Detectives. 


BURNS OATES & WASHBOURNE 





43-45 Newgate St., E.C.I 
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MEADER, STEPHEN W. Who Rides in the Dark? 
Illus. by James MacDonald. 222 pp. 8x 3. 
Blackwell . . 5/- 

Here is a good stirring story ‘of New Hampshire i in the days 
of stage coaches and turnpike roads. Highwaymen, crusty inn- 
keepers, thieves, dark nights and terrific blizzards help to make 
the plot. There is body to it as well as melodrama and the 
scenes unfold convincingly before the eye. The telling is easy 
and skilful with a boy hero round whom centres most of the action. 

This book is one of Blackwell’s Tales of Two Worlds and 
is uniform in size and appearance with others in the series. The 
binding is strong and neat: the illustrations good enough if not 
remarkable. 

As a whole it may be taken as a thoroughly useful standby, 
likely to prove popular with the general run of boys and girls 
between the ages of nine and twelve, but not especially distin- 
guished in any way. ELEANOR GRAHAM. 


MILNER-WHITE, E., AND Duckett, E. The Book 
of Hugh and Nancy. Illus. by Raymond Lufkin. 
278 pp. Combridge . 7/- 

Canon Milner-White, a Fellow of King’ s College, Cam- 
bridge, and Miss Duckett, a Professor of Latin at Smith College 
in the United States, have collaborated to produce a book of 
interest and quality. I feel, however, that it is a book which 
may be appreciated by parents, aunts and uncles, rather than by 
children. The story is that of the experiences of a country vicar’s 
twin children, who are separated after the death of their father. 
In the first part of the book, Hugh describes his life with relations 
in London, and later at the Choir School at King’s College. 
Nancy, who contributes the second half of the book, sets down 
her experiences in New England, where she has gone to live with 
an aunt. 

Hugh’s fine feelings make him something of a snob, but it 
is natural in view of his upbringing and the tradition of a 
“ different ” education for the sons of English gentlemen. The 
Council School which Hugh attends in London with such distaste 
is surely very much out of date. It is certainly not a typical 
example of a modern elementary school. 

The American scenes have a freshness and sanity which is 
appealing after the rather stifling air of English tradition and 
privilege. The book actually draws an excellent comparison 
between English and American standards, but children will only 
find this incidental to the story. This should certainly hold their 
attention, even though they may find Hugh and Nancy a little 
too naive and self-revealing in their confessions. 

The rather sedate illustrations add distinction to this most 
interesting book. M. F. Austin. 








MARVELS OF THE INSECT WORLD Jean-Henri Fabre 


From the writings of the great French naturalist, Percy F. Bicknell 
has translated and edited a fascinating collection of stories of the 
marvellous habits and behaviour of many insects. Beautifully 
illustrated with woodcuts by Robert Gibbings. 7/6 





RIVER MAN 
A Story of the Oyster Industry 


By William Heyliger. A 
boy’s revolt against traditions, 
a boy’s desire for progress, a 
boy’s loyalty to his brother— 
these are the ingredients of one 
of Mr. Heyliger’s finest indus- 
trial stories for men and boys. 

6/- 


RALESTONE LUCK 


By Andre Norton. A 
splendid story of present-day 
adventure and mystery which 
will appeal strongly to young 
readers. Illustrated. 6/- 


FIGHTING GUARD 


By Ralph Henry Barbour. 
A wise and patient coach dis- 
covers a boy with hidden talents 
and moulds him into a great 
football player. Illustrated. 6/- 





| HAVE A SONG TO 
SING YOU 

By Laura E. Richards. 
Jingly nonsense narratives, 
nature lyrics, ballads of strange 
beasts and stranger people, 
sweet little songs and foolish 
extravaganzas—they are all here 
in a rich variety of meters. Illus- 
trated by Reginald Birch. 5/- 


CLUE OF THE FADED 
DRESS 

By Maristan Chapman. A 
new “Glen MHazard”’ story, 
in which a group of girls clear up 
the mystery of some stolen 
goods. Illustrated. 6/- 


THE VANDERLYN 
SILHOUETTE 
By Augusta H. Seaman. A 
story which combines mystery 
and suspense with a unique 
historical background. 
Illustrated. 6/- 








THE BOY SCOUTS YEAR 


FICTION 


BOOK OF FUN IN 
Edited by Franklin K. Mathiews 


A good, long laugh is in store for every boy who gets a copy of this 
book to which many popular authors, including P. G. Wodehouse and 


P. N. Strong, contribute their funniest fiction. 


Illustrated. 7/6 


THE GIRL WHO RULED A KINGDOM 


Charlotte Kellogg 


The picturesque and romantic story of little Jadwiga, the Hungarian 
princess of the Middle Ages who became Queen of Poland. 
Illustrated by the Polish artist, Aniela Pruszynska. 5/- 


MODELS ANY BOY CAN BUILD 


Joseph Leeming 


Instructions for building scale models covering thoroughly the 
field of transportation. Containing simplified directions which are 
easy to follow, the book tells how to make forty scale models, including 


the S.S. Queen Mary. 


Illustrated. 6/- 


A Junior Book Club Rec dation 








JACQUES THE GOATHERD 


A Story of the High Alps. 


Maribelle Cormack and 
W. P. Alexander. 


Illustrated. 6/- 


D. Appleton-Century Company, 34 Bedford Street, London 
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BRUNHOFF, J. DE. Babar at Home. Illus. by the 


author. 4opp. 144x103. Methuen . ‘ 7/6 

Babar again!! There is more genius in the Babar books 
than in any other books for the youngest reader that have 
appeared for many years. As each new volume has been pub- 
lished I have wondered which I like best. With Babar’s Friend 
Zephir I confess to have been a little disappointed. It was mainly 
about monkeys which do not lend themselves quite so well to the 
lovingly comic treatment of M. de Brunhoff. 

In Babar At Home we return to Celesteville and to the news, 
duly proclaimed, that the Royal Household is expecting a happy 
event and that it will be announced by the firing of a cannon. 
The firing of three cannon gives rise to puzzled speculation, but 
all is well and three little elephants, Flora, Pom and Alexander, 
have arrived to gladden the hearts of Babar and his subjects. 
Alexander is more precocious and enterprising than the others 
and the book is largely concerned with certain thrilling incidents 
in which he is involved. 

Readers will agree with me, I think, that Babar At Home 
is at least as good as its predecessors and it will bring home 
to us again what a debt we owe to M. de Brunhoff and what a 
loss we have sustained by his death. H.J.B.W. 


SEREDY, Kate. The White Stag. Illus. by the author 
95 pp. 9x7. Harrap . 6/- 


In the last issue of this magazine, when making reference to 
the award of the Newbery Medal to The White Stag, we said, “ For 
The White Stag we have nothing but the profoundest admiration ; ; 
it is beautiful in every respect ; writing, illustration, and format.” 
After a second reading of the book we can but repeat that judg- 
ment with added emphasis. 

The White Stag is an epic, the legendary story of the migration 
of the Huns and Magyars from Asia to Europe. We have been 
accustomed to the conception of Attila, “ the Scourge of God,” 
as a ruthless and fearless leader marching across the world, the 
epitome of hatred and bent on destruction. This book does not 
modify that conception to any great degree in regard to Attila, 
but we are given a wider background. We are made to realise 
that disease and insufficient feeding ground were the first causes 
of the migration and that a belief in the finding of the promised 
land spurred the hordes ever Westward. We are told, too, that 
Attila, deprived of comfort and warmth of friendship from birth 
by the loss of his mother, and through the bitterness of soul 
of his father, was trained definitely to take his position as “ the 
Scourge of God.” 

Miss Seredy has given us a fine piece of epic literature. She 
has given us, too, illustrations that are breathtaking in force. 
They illuminate essential points in the story and in themselves have 
a beauty and decorative treatment that is very rarely found in 
book illustration. H.J.B.W. 





——A. & C. BLACE-———, 


. ANIMAL BOOKS 


SILVER EAGLE RIDING SCHOOL 
PRIMROSE CUMMING 


LAD: The Story of a Border Collie 
LADY KITTY RITSON 
Each with 8 full-page and 7 smaller drawings by 
Cecil G. Trew. 


. MODERN BOOKS 


MODERN BOOK OF SHIPS 
LINERS AND WARSHIPS 
W. H. McCORMICK 
With 38 illustrations in photogravure. 


. 6d. YOUNG DETECTIVE SERIES 


DETECTIVES OF THE DALES 
GEOFFREY TREASE 
With 4 plates by A. C. H. Gorham. 


. 6d. AIR ADVENTURE SERIES 
THE FLYING KIDNAPPERS 
MICHAEL CRONIN 


THE PIRATE ISLAND 
D. E. HEMING 
Each with 4 plates by A. Sindall. 


. 6d. SCOUT STORY 


ADVENTURERS LIMITED 
ARTHUR CATHERALL 


. 6d. GIRLS’ STORIES 
HIGH HOLIDAY 
ELIZABETH YATES 


THE TWINS SET OUT 
K. F. BRODRICK 


THE WRIGHTS ARE LEFT 
JOAN HERBERT 


SHIPWRECK BAY 
ELSPETH PROCTOR 


SOHO SQUARE, LONDON, W1 
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Shorter Notices 
FOR YOUNGER CHILDREN. 


ArMeR, L. A. The Forest Pool. Illus. by the 
author,). 40 pp. 10$8. Combridge . ‘ 7/- 


When Mrs. Armer won the Newbery Medal with Waterless 
Mountain it was felt that here was an author-artist whose prose, 
a little studied perhaps, ran in beautiful cadences, and whose 
pictures. of American Indian life powerfully represented the 
American West. Since that book two others on the same theme 
have appeared and have been well received: 

In The Forest Poo] we are taken to Mexico, and in fine full- 
page coloured pictures which give one a thrill at the first glance 
we feel the tropical life of that country. Nothing like them has 
been presented to English children before. Brilliant orange, 
green, and blue are set off with a vivid white coat and the shining 
black eyes of the two boys of the story. They suggest the 
pictures of the Mexican artist Diego Rivera and no doubt Mrs. 
Armer has been strongly influenced by him. 

The story, in a prose that is beyond reproach, is about, the 
adventures of two small boys who, accompanied by their pet 
parrot, go seeking an ancient tree lizard. In addition to the full- 
page pictures there are many marginal sketches. Every point 
in the production of the book has been carefully considered and 
the result is a notable addition to the small collection of fine 
picturé books. 


BakeER, M. Dayunderpate. Illus. by Mary Baker. 
97 pp. 82x63. Blackwell ; ; : 3/6 


One of the delights of Miss Baker’s books is their variety. 
This year’s offering to children’s enjoyment is about an idle 
dunce who. tries to find out whether he has “ sense enough to go 
in when it rains,” “‘ how many beans make five,” “ how to put his 
best leg foremost,” and a number of other important matters. 
This is a simple amusing story and the illustrations, in silhouette 
as usual, are equally entertaining. 


Be.ttyousE, L. W. The Queen's Crown. Illus. by 
B. M. Williams. 96 pp. 73x54. Harrap . 2/6 
This simply written tale of everyday adventures of five 
children who are recovering from measles by the sea is for seven 
and eight-year-olds. The title is the name of a short play they 
perform and which will probably prove popular for home acting. 
The format of the book is pleasant and the illustrations creditable. 





MAN 
THE WORLD 
OVER 


By C. C. CARTER and 
H. C. BRENTNALL 


Over 600 pictures : 550 pages. 
A bird’s eye view of the world. 
8s. 6d. net. 


An important and timely book for 
boys and girls. 


a) 
THE SECRET ISLAND 


An Adventure Story 
By ENID BLYTON 
Illustrated. 3s. 6d. net. 


am 


THIRTY FABLES 
By BENJAMIN RABIER 


IWustrated. 3s. 6d. net. 


Animal stories for young children ; 
a picture on every page. 


mM 


Tales of Two 
Worlds 


Three new titles. 5s. net each. 


WHO RIDES IN THE 
DARK ? 
By STEPHEN MEADER 


A story of highwaymen in New 
England. 


TAL OF THE FOUR 
TRIBES 
By HERBERT BEST 


A story of the coming of the white 
man to Nigeria. 


IN THE LAND OF 
THE MOGUL 
By GEOFFREY TREASE 
A story of the East india Company. 


BASIL BLACKWELL 





ASK US TO QUOTE 
NS 1 


For All 
Your 


American 
Books 


C. COMBRIDGE LTD. 


BULL RING, BIRMINGHAM 











SEND FOR LISTS 
i MAR A 


Of Books 


for 
Young 


Readers 


C. COMBRIDGE LTD. 


BULL RING, BIRMINGHAM 
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DALGLEIsH, A. America Begins. Illus. by* L 
Maloy. 76 pp. 84x84.  bds. Scribners. 5/- 


This survey of the history of the New World up to the date 
of the founding of the first colonies, though primarily intended 
for American children, is inevery way suitable for English readers. 
It is simply written and consists of short chapters on the early 
explorers. Though a little scrappy it is an attractive book, 
inviting in appearance and with excellent illustrations, some of 
them in bright colours. 


DemutH, A. Trudi and Hansel. Illus. by Nora 
Lavrin. 174 pp. 8}x6. Dent . ' 6/- 


Trudi and Hansel are two children in the Austrian Alps, 
and together with their animal friends—Lotti the Cow, Gambo 
the Goat, Griselda the Hen, Berni the Dog, and Kraak the lack- 
daw—they have amusing adventures when they climb a high 
mountain to take back a star that has been stolen from Giant White 
Riese. 

The story is an unusually successful fantasy and accomplishes 
that very difficult task of making animals talk like human beings 
in a manner that is quite convincing. It is all done so straight- 
forwardly. Children from seven to ten will enjoy it very much. 


The illustrations, done in crayon and Jithographed, are com- 
mendable. 


EGan, C. Epaminondas and the Eggs. 
—— Epaminondas and the Lettwes. Wlus. by A. E. 
Kennedy. 63 pp. 64%. Collins. . Each 2/- 


The exploits of this small black boy who “hasn’t the sense 
he was born with; never has had and never will have” are 
tremendous favourites with children of about six years. His 
mistakes are always so a 1wsing, yet always made with the best of 
intentions. In these two books his intense desire to make sure 
that all the eggs are good ones and his interpretation of his 
mother’s instructions about the lettuces are delightful. The 
illustrations are in bright colours. 


ENGLEFIELD, C. Bennie Black Lamb. llilus. by the 
author. 41 pp. 7X5. Murray . ‘ 2/- 


Miss Englefield adds to her list of delightful little books for 
seven-year-olds a story of two little lambs who went exploring 
through a hole in the fence. There is less spontaneity.in this 
than in former books by this author, but it is nevertheless a 
worthy contribution in both text and illustration. 
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Estcourt, D. Little Elephant Comes to Town. 
Illus. by M. K. Mountain. 119 pp. 8x 6}. 
Oxford . ; , i ; , 3/6 


A story about a ont circus elephant who escapes, and 
arrives, by accident, as a Christmas present for two children, and 
the adventures in which he involves them. This is a slight but 
entertaining book for children of about eight or nine years. The 
illustrations are effective and rather charming. 


FreLtows, Muriet H. Little Magic Painter. Illus. 
by the author. 112 pp. 8x6. Harrap ‘ 5/- 


Miss Fellows describes, with notable illustrations, the every- 
day life of a caveman family in the story of three young children. 
The various activities of the fribe are reflected in the life of the 
children, but the story eventually becomes that of Lame Boy, 
who discovers that he has the secret of making “‘ magic paintings ” 
on the cave walls, and so can bring the tribe success in hunting. 

This book is highly commended as an introduction to the life 
of prehistoric times for children about nine years old. 


GarsuTt, B. AND K. Timothy. Illus. 48 pp. 
74 x 74. Oxford , ‘ ; , ‘ 2/- 


A simply told story of a young deer growing up, his search 
for his antlers and his protection of a brood of pheasants against 
an eagle. Well illustrated. 


Gay Mother Goose. Illus. by Francoise. 63 pp. 
10} x 7$. Scribners . ; . ‘ . 5/- 


The illustrations in this new edition of Mother Goose are 
by a French artist whose work is well known in her own country. 
Whether you like this book depends upon whether you like 
pictures in flat colours, which look very much like the pictures 
and paper cut-outs that are nowadays produced in our infants’ 
schools. 


Hutz, J. The Stage-Struck Seal. Illus. by the 
author. 55 pp. 86%. Blackwell , ° 2/6 


This is a story for seven and eight-year-olds that is well 
above the average. It is about a seal, an elephant, two children 
and Mr. Krinkle. Prudence the seal becomes a stage star with the 
help of Eleanor the elephant and has a hair-raising experience in 
an attempt to draw attention to herself. 

It is a nonsense story that has 0 an air of reality that young 
critics will appreciate. 
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Kaye, M. Black Bramble Wood. Illus. by Margaret 


Tempest. 44pp. 939%. cloth back. Collins 6/- 


A companion volume, in treatment and format, to Potter 
Pinner’s Meadow. ‘This time Mr. Gingertail the Fox is the villain 
of the piece when he entices a disobedient little piglet into his 
den. Of course, the inhabitants of Potter Pinner’s Meadow 
effect a rescue. The book is attractive to look at and pleasant 
to handle, and the coloured illustrations are as charming as is 
all this artist’s work. Yet an uncomfortable feeling persists that 
the book is not right. The mentality of the story is for children 
under six, but it is far too long for such teaders and the script 
is not easy to read. A well-chosen type face would perhaps have 
been preferable. 


LeaF, M. Noodle. Illus. by Ludwig Bemelmans. 


48 pp. 108. oblongbds. Hamish Hamilton 3/6 


Munro Leaf created a best seller in Ferdinand last year. At 
least he achieved this success with the aid of Robert Lawson’s 
drawings. 

Noodle is another very excellent piece of collaboration. The 
story is of a dog who was “ very long from front to back and very 
short from top to bottom,” an awkward shape for digging for 
bones. He asked many other animals what was the best shape to 
be and at last decided that his own shape suited him best. It is 
a very amusing story and has the right simplicity, in the main, 
for young readers, but the brilliance of the book is in the pictures 
by Bemelmans. Full of humourand drawn with a fine economy 


- of line they have a child-like simplicity and apparent crudity that 


suggests pictures drawn by children themselves. This type of 
drawing is Mr. Bemelmans’ metier and he is a master of it. I 
expect to meet the criticism that children will not appreciate these 
pictures but I am convinced that they will. 


Lenski, L. The Little Sailing Boat. Illus. by the 


author. 48 pp. 747}. Oxford R ‘ 2/- 


A good picture book for the very youngest readers. The 
text is in script and the pictures are lithographs. Mr. Small, 
whom we met last year in his little red motor car, goes sailing 
and fishing, accompanied by his dog Tinker. The text is factually 
correct and the pictures are simple in outline and pleasing in 
treatment. 
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New Books for Young Readers by 


L. A. G. STRONG 
MARJORIE BOWEN 


and other well-known Authors 


ODD MAN IN 


By L. A. G. STRONG. A thrilling 
detective story for young people. 


KING PERKIN’S KNIGHT 


By WALLACE B. NICHOLS. A 
Cornish brother and sister join the 
service of the pretender Perkin 
Warbeck. 


PETER AND POLLY 


By B. MELVILLE NICHOLAS. All 
about two amusing hedgehogs and 
a host of other pets. 


A COACH FOR FANNY 
BURNEY 
By FLORENCE BONE. A fascinating 
historical romance set in the reign 
of George Ill. 


THE TRUMPET AND THE 


SWAN 
By MARJORIE BOWEN. A rousing 
adventure story of the Civil War. 


BROTHER OF THE BRACELET 
By WRAY HUNT. Adventure with 

~man and beast in the jungles and 
deserts of India. 


A KING FROM THE CLOUDS 
By MARTIN KENT. Three flyers 
meet thrills and danger when 
forced down in the wilds of South 
America. 


ADVENTURE IN NATAL 
By ELEANOR GRAHAM and G. G. 
CAMPBELL. The tale of a hunting 
trip in South Africa. 


SO THIS IS MUSIC! 
By W. W. JOHNSON. Introduces 
youngsters to the delights of 
musical appreciation. 


Each about 220 pages, 
attractively illustrated 


3s. 6a. 


EACH 


SEE THEM AT YOUR 
BOOKSELLER’S 
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Newserry, C. T. Babette. Illus. by the author. 
31pp. 9374. clothback. Hamish Hamilton 4/6 


This companion volume to the same author-artist’s 
Mittens has exactly the same claims to distinction. The slight 
story of a little girl and a kitten is for children of about seven. 
The pictures, however, are the value of the book. They area collec- 
tion of beautiful kitten studies, their charm enhanced by the 
gravure method of reproduction which brings out the texture of 
the fur so effectively. From all who love cats it is sure of a warm 
welcome and well deserves it. 


PETERSHAM, M. AND M. The Story Book of Ships. 
—— The Story Book of Trains. 
Illus. by the authors. 32 pp. 8} x 8}. Dent. Each 2/6 


These additions to the now well-known “ story-book ” 
series are in all respects similar to their predecessors. The text 
is simply written in short sentences and gives a brief survey of the 
salient points in the development of the subjects treated. The 
pictures are in bright colours and show competent design and 
draughtsmanship. 


PETERSHAM, M. AND M. 


Rath. David. 
Joseph and His Brothers. Moses. 
Illus. by the authors. 30 pp. 9X9}. . Dent. 
Each 2/6 

When the first four titles of the Petersham Story Books were 
published two years ago we welcomed them with enthusiasm. 
They introduced to this country two artists whose work was 
something new in colour and which had a brightness that all 
children love. 

Now we have a new series in the Petersham Bible Books. 
As authors the Petershams have proved their ability to tell a 
story with appropriate simplicity. The pictures are even better 
than in the Story Book series ;_ the colour is a little more delicate, 
the design excellent, more nearly approaching the beautiful 
work to be found in Miki and Mary and in Get-a-Way and Hary 
Janos. ‘The series must take their place as far and away the most 
attractive of Bible story books for the younger children, and could 
the publishers have produced a large enough edition to have 
brought the price down still lower it is conceivable that these 
books would have taken the place of the various editions of such 
stories that are widely sold at a low price, but which are printed 
on bad paper with illustrations that have no merit. We suggest 
that the publisher might look into the possibility of such an edition 
with a cheaper binding. 

















SNOW WHITE 
AND THE SEVEN DWARFS 


TRANSLATED AND ILLUSTRATED BY 


WANDA GAG 
2s. 6d. net 


News of this new book by Wanda Gag would be exciting at any time, 
but it is doubly so now, when all filmgoers, both old and young, have been 
made definitely Snow White conscious. 


MUSTARD, PEPPER AND SALT 


ALISON UTTLEY 
Illustrated by GWENDOLEN RAVERAT. 5s. net 


Here is Alison Uttley at her best with stories of enchantment and fairy. 
Many of them are tales of Christmas and there are stories for the youngest 
to those of all ages. - 


THE VANISHING MAYOR OF 
PADSTOW 


MELVILLE BALFOUR 
Illustrated by PHYLLIS BRAY. 5s. net 
All youthful listeners-in will r ber The Vanishing Mayor of Padstow 


and will welcome its inclusion in this enchanting and unusual volume of 
stories. Here is a chance for parents to meet him, too. 





STORIES FOR GIRLS 


Over 500 pages. 7s. 6d. net 


There could be no more attractive and varied reading for girls up to the 
age of sixteen. The stories have been carefully chosen and the writers 
include : Hugh Walpole, Lord D , Arthur R » Selma Lagerlof, 
Henry Williamson, Naomi Mitchison, Mazo de la Roche, John Masefield, 
Walter de la Mare, A. E. Coppard, T. F. W. Hickey, Ella Young, Carola 
Oman, “* Q,’’ Cornelia Meigs, W. W. Jacobs, etc., etc. 


WAR PAINT 


F. V. MORLEY 
New Edition. 3s. 6d. net 








** Guaranteed to give satisfaction to anyone whose romantic feelings are 
not completely dead ; anyone from fourteen to the last gasp.’’"—Howard 
Spring. 


MY BEST ANIMAL STORY 


New Edition. 3s. 6d. net 
RECOMMENDED BY THE JUNIOR BOOK CLUB 


FABER AND FABER LTD. 
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Rapier, B. Thirty Fables. Illus. by the author. 
90 pp. 107}. Blackwell : ; 3/6 


These modern fables are satisfactory in sities but the 
value of the book is in the illustrations. Mr. Rabier’s animals 
have most comically human expressions and the draughtsmanship 
is excellent. 

One has a feeling of dissatisfaction, however, with the 
crowding ot several pictures on to a page giving an impression 
of being a collection of sketches with explanatory text. We feel 
that the publisher would be advised to change the format of the 
book and to use fewer drawings and to use them so that they 
illustrate the stories. 


Urrtey, A. Fugzypeg Goes to School. Illus. by 
Margaret — 100 pp. bds. 7x 54. 
Collins . ; ‘ , ‘ 2/6 


Among the books that have been ania by the Beatrix 
Potter series those by Miss Uttley, with pictures by Margaret 
Tempest, are probably the most popular. I confess to disappoint- 
ment in the present volume. Although the pictures have all the 
charm common to Miss Tempest’s work the story is trivial and 
the dialogue irritating. For children about six. 


Writurams, U. M. Adventures of the Little Wooden 


Horse. Illus. by J. L. Brisley. 203 pp. 8}x 63. 
Harrap ; . : 5/- 

A story for children of about seven. The little horse has 
adventures that are romantic enough to lift thkem out of everyday 
life and that are told with the skill that makes the reader accept 
the magical as perfectly natural. 


For Children from 10 to 14 


ArmstronG, D. B. A Key to Stamp Collecting. 


This book attracts by means of a wonderfully realistic 
coloured jacket showing some rare and valuable stamps. It is 
disappointing to find that this is not reproduced inside the book. 
The volume is a sound introduction to the hobby and contains a 
useful list of philatelic societies and one of the best glossaries of 
philatelic terms I have seen. 
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Batrour, M. M. The Vanishing Mayor of Padstow. 
Illus. by Phyllis Bray. 233 pp. 8454. Faber 5/- 


This is a volume of short stories most of which are founded 
on Cornish legends. They are particularly suitable for reading 
aloud. They all have vigour and a strain of common sense and, 
like all authentic folk-tales, they exhibit a fundamental morality 
which appeals to a child’s inherent sense of justice. 

The stories are told in limpid and occasionally lyrical prose 
and the author has the ability, somewhat rare, to create an atmo- 
sphere of reality around supernatural and seemingly incredible 
events. Some of the stories have a salty humour; others a 
tender grace and delicacy of thought and speech. There is a 
variety of subject and handling which is a great and not too com- 
mon asset in a book of short stories. The book is for children of 
ten to twelve, but they will extraet more of the full meaning of the 
stories when they re-read them a year or two later. 

The illustrations, though appropriate to the stories and 
commendable in themselves, do not appear to the present writer 
as likely to appeal to juvenile readers. 


BarneE, K. She Shall Have Music. Illus. by Ruth 
Gervis. 261 pp. 8x5}. Dent ; , 


This tale of family goings-on is lifted quite out of the ordinary 
by the inner story of Karen’s struggle to achieve recognition with 
her piano playing. The offhand and casual conversations about 
music will teach more than would many a more deliberately 
planned book, and their sincerity is obvious. 

The book is delightfully illustrated, is well printed on good 
paper and has a substantial binding. 


/ 


Botton, Ivy. Rebels in Bondage. Illus. 234 pp. 
9x6. Combridge ‘ ; 7/- 
This well-told and vivid tale of the adventures of two of the 
Maids of Taunton transported for their innocent share in the 
Monmouth rebellion will appeal to girls of eleven to fourteen. 
The scene is laid mainly in seventeenth century Albany 
and the busy but orderly life of a Dutch settler’s home is 
enlivened by political risings and frays with Indians. 


Bone, F. A Coach for Fanny Burney. lus. by Brace 
Roberts. 220 pp. 735. Pitman. ‘ 3/6 
A very readable biography of the famous diarist and author, 


Madame d’Arblay, that will charm thirteen to sixteen-year-old 
girls. 
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It is told with ease, grace, humour and understanding. 
From the colourful background of the spacious*days of sedan 
chairs, linkboys and coffee-houses, Fanny Burney descends from 
her high turret—the scene of her surreptitious “ scribblings ”— 
and her coach sets down time and again at the houses of the Wits, 
the Beaux and the Blues of Dr. Johnson’s time, and even at 
Royal palace gates. 

It is an intimate study, and Fanny’s strivings, her adventures 
and her love story make more enthralling reading than many 
romances of fiction. 


Booc-Watson, E. J., AND CARRUTHERS, J. I. 
West of the Moon. Illus. 208 pp. esti 
Oxford . 3/6 


The authors of Beyond the Sunat — awn he | most out- 
standing escapade of thirty adventurers ranging from Hanno 
to Dr. Beebe. In addition there are chapters on exploring caves 
and the stratosphere. The stories are well and attractively written 
and will hold the attention of any boy or girl above six years of 
age. Numerous illustrations add considerably to the enjoyment 
of the book, which unfortunately is printed on rather heavy paper. 


BowEN, Marjorie. The Trumpet and the Swan. 
Illus. 218 pp. 735. Pitman . ; 3/6 


The name of this author is a hallmark of soundness of history 
coupled with strong story-telling. Boys and girls over eleven 
will love this book for the sheer yarn. Those who are slightly 
older will relish the well-drawn characters who play their parts so 
bravely through this story of Stuart England. Moreover, there 
are vignettes of London, Old St. Paul’s, the Physics Garden at 
Chelsea and the Palace at Whitehall which are delightful recon- 
structions. 


GRAHAM, ELEANOR. The Children Who Lived in a 
Barn. IAllus. by J. D. Evans. 245 pp. 7x $. 
Routledge ; . 6/- 
Housekeeping under unusual circumstances has a great 
attraction for children, and Miss Graham has here made it the 
theme of a most realistic story of five children, left alone in an 
English village. Perhaps the circumstances regarding the situa- 
tion are a little improbable, but there is nothing unconvincing 
about the life in the barn, which is offered to the children by a 
friendly farmer, and in which they set up their home. The efforts 
of Sue, the eldest of the family, to plan and contrive, the children’s 
excitements, quarrels, loyalties and disasters, the grown-ups who 
gossip, interfere, or assist, are all most naturally presented, and 
children of about eleven and twelve should find the book most 
enjoyable. There are also some things they may learn from it 
about the value of parents, although this does not matter as far 
as the story is concerned. 





London tells her Story 


WALTER BELL, F.S.A. The well-known historian of London 
tells the story of the capital from the time when it was an outpost 
of the Roman Empire till our own days. 

Aged over 13 Profusely Illustrated. 6s. net. 


Boys’ Book of Bridges 


CHARLES BOFF. The author of the Boys’ Book of Flying, Boys’ 
Book, of Tunnels, etc., tells the story of bridges, bridge building, and 
the achievements of the pioneers who underwent the dangers inherent 
in these vast engineering enterprises. 

10-15. Illustrated. 6s. net. 


The Story of Radium 


JOHN LANGDON-DAVIES. The author of Inside the Atom, 
How Wireless Came, etc., continues his successful series of books on 
science for children, re-telling the story of the discovery of radium, 
weaving it round the fascinating characters of Madame Curie and her 
helpers. 

10-15. Illustrated. 6s. net. 


Ice Patrol 


KENSIL BELL. A faithful account, written from direct observa- 
tion, of the life and adventures on a U.S, coastguard cutter. 
10-15. Illustrated. 6s. net. 


The Children who lived in a Barn 


ELEANOR GRAHAM. A story for children, mainly from 
nine to twelve, about a family of five who, having temporarily lost 
their parents, set up house for themselves in a barn. ; 

9-12. Illustrated. - 6s. net. 


Greentree Downs 


M. I. ROSS. The author of Patagonian Holiday tells the story of the 
four Turner orphans who leave their home town to live with an 
unknown uncle on a sheep ranch in Australia. 

8-12. Illustrated. 6s. net. 


John and Jerry 


DAWN DODD. The thirteen-year-old author of Your First 
Pony has written a fascinating story about ponies for young people. 
8-12. Illustrated. About 5s. net. 


Red Feather 


MARJORIE FISCHER. The author of Street Fair tells the story 
of Rosemary—a little ‘ mortal’ who has many adventures in Fairyland. 
8-11. Iustrated. 58. net. 


ee 
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HarKNEss, RutH. The Baby Giant Panda. Wlus. 
126 pp. 9x6}. Harrap . 5/- 

This is an excellent and entertaining account for children of 
the first giant panda ever known to be captured alive, and of her 
thirteen thousand miles’ journey to Chicago Zoo. This rare 
animal, famous for its “spectacles ” (dark patches of fur round the 
eyes), is a native of the mountainous region between China and 
Tibet. Mrs. Harkness had the good fortune to find this specimen 
on an expedition which she had organised herself: the “ giant ” 
was only about ten days old, weighed about two pounds and was 
discovered whimpering in a hollow tree. 

Su Sin, “a little bit of something cute,” as the panda was 
called, aroused immense interest wherever she went: Chinese 
village children crowded round her, important people visited her 
and in New York she was entertained to dinner by the Explorer,’ 
Club. Her engaging ways endeared her to everybody with whom 
she came into contact. 

There are few children who will fail to be delighted with this 
book and its photographs, although the latter might have been 
printed on more suitable paper to ensure better definition. 


HeELME, Eveanor E. Family Golf. Illus. by 

Barbara Turner. 272pp. 8x5}. Dent. . 5/- 

Children belonging to several families meet, generally in the 
holidays, and play golf. Both children and grown-ups are pleasant 
and individual characters, though they are a little too conscious 
of their upper middle-class origin. There is originality in pre- 
senting a book that is really a text-book—and probably an excel- 
lent one—on the art of golf as a story in which the actors, though 
for the most part keen enthusiasts, never forget that golf is not 
the most important part of their existence. The background, in 
Scotland, Surrey, and Cornwall, is good. As a story the book 
loses by the need to cover a period long enough for the young 
golfers to become expert, for the author has to introduce more 
situations than she has space to develop. Even so, readers who 
are not likely to play golf but who know a little about it will 
enjoy the account of the children and their doings, which include 
making a golf-course and otherwise enjoying the good country 
in which they find themselves. 

Family Golf has a good physical appearance and it is 
illustrated by lively pencil sketches. - 


Hritman, A., AND SKEAT, W. W. Salam the 
Mouse-Deer. Illus. by Barbara Shaw. 165 pp. 
846. Macmillan . « .3f 
This book is charming to see e and to handle. The paper and 
print are good, the binding attractive, and the illustrations 


delightful. 











For Prizes and Presents 


PICTURE BOOKS 
* NEW AUTHORS AND ARTISTS 


ORLANDO 
The Marmalade Cat 
Written and illustrated by Kathleen 
Hale. 144 x 10}-in. 6s. net. 


A full-sized book like ‘‘ Babar ’’ in all 
colours. 


BRUNO & BRUNETTE 
By Sheik Ahmed. Lithographed in 
colour. Demy 4to (oblong). 
3s. 6d. net. 
A story of Indian bears. 

MR. JONES OF 
THE LONDON ZOO 
By Marguerite Buller. Foolscap 8vo. 
Colourfully illustrated. 2s. 6d. net. 


A true story of a little cat that made 
friends with a lion cub at the Zoo. 


YINKA-TU THE YAK 
Ilustrated by Kurt Wiese. Text 


by Alice A. Lide. Crown 4to. 5s. net. 
The story of a Tibetan boy. 


HIGH STREET 
By J. M. Richards. With 24 colour 
lithographs by Eric Ravilious. 9} x 
6-in. 7s. 6d. net. 


The child's shopping book about queer 
trades and famous shops. ° 


BIG AND LITTLE 
By Yila, the famous Paris photo- 
grapher. Crown 4to. 3s. 6d. net. 

Animals and their young, with text. 
OBOLI, BOBOLI AND 
LITTLE JOBOLI 


~ By Bernard and Elinor Darwin. 


Crown 4to. 5s. net. 
Five stories for children. 


PIGWIGGEN 
By Arnrid Johnston. In colour 
lithography. Large 4to. 5s. net. 


The story of a little pig who could fly, 
charmingly illustrated in full colour by 
the author. 


OPEN AIR BOOKS for OLDER CHILDREN 


FORTUNE’S FOAL 
By Garland Bullivant. Illustrated 
by Anne Bullen. F’cap 4to. 5s. net. 

The “ making "’ and training of Gypsy, 
a birthday present to a young girl. 


FURLONG FARM 
By Eleanor Helme. Illustrated by 
Maurice Wilson. F’ca> 4to. 
7s. 6d. net. 


The story of a young farmer’s clubs and 
farm life generally. 


US DOGS 
By G. Cornwallis-West. Illustrated 
by K. F. Barker. F’cap 4to. 6s. net. 
A book for dog lovers young and old. 


JOEY: The Tale of a 
Pony 

By J. Ivester Lloyd. Illustrated by 

T. lvester Lloyd. F’cap 4to. 5s. net. 


This story of a pony’s adventures will 
appeal greatly to the young enthusiasts. 


GRIG THE 
GREYHOUND 
By Mark Flint. Illustrated by Lionel 
Edwards. F'cap 4to. 6s. net. 


ON’Y TONY AND THE 
DRAGON 
By Brenda E. Spender. Illustrated 


by Barbara Turner. 
A third ‘‘ On’y Tony "’ book. 


PLUM DUFF AND 
PRUNELLA 
By Phillis Garrard. Illustrated by 
M. E. Rivers Moore. F’cap 4to. 
‘7s. 6d. net. 


All about a spotted horse’s deeds and 
misdeeds. 


UNDER THE 
CHESTNUT TREE 
By Ida Gandy. Illustrated by 
Clifford Webb. F’cap4to. 6s. net. 
An instructive book about children in 


the country with a fund of lore on the 
ways of animals and on flowers and herbs. 


STORIES 
OF THE SADDLE 
By C. R. Acton. Illustrated by 
Maurice Tulloch. F’cap. 4to. 


5s. net. 
Horsy stories for boys and girls. 


COUNTRY LIFE BOOKS 


20, Tavistock Street, London, W.C.2 
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The Mouse-Deer is the hero of Malayan folk-tales taken from 
the same store that influenced Kipling in his invention of animal 
stories. The author’s notes, and the method of telling the tales 
which are linked together as the bedtime stories of an old Malay 
pleasing his grandchildren, suggest that they are addressed to 
young children, and in fact these tales have a simple ruthlessness 
that is likely to amuse such readers or listeners. They will need 
to be read aloud to the audience most likely to appreciate them, 
for the language is difficult, and more so in the introductory 
tales than later in the book. 


Hunt, Wray. Brother. of the Bracelet. Ulus. 213 


pp. 745. Pitman 3/6 

The scene of the story is India, the hero young Pertab Sicgh. 
Years of life with a mountain tribe, the Bhils, taught him wood- 
craft and gave him power over animals. When treachery threatened 
to overthrow Maharajah Udai Singh the young man persuaded 
the Bhils to make an attack from the rear and used a mad elephant 
effectively. The right ingredients are here for boys from ten 
upwards. The tale is well told, using a form of direct English 
speech which might well do service for a French or any other 
foreign character. But that is not likely to distress the young 
reader. In this way the book is not unlike its illustrations, which 


contain all the right things in relation to the text, but are devoid 
of subtlety. 


Kent, L. A. He Went with Vasco da Gama. Illus. 
by Paul Quin. 268 pp. 8}x53. Harrap. /- 


5 
The hero of this story is a pH attractive, red-haired Irish 
boy, Shane O’Connor, who sails with his brother Dennis, and 
Joan, a Portuguese friend, with the expedition of Vasco da Gama 
in search of the sea route to India. The narrative is swift and the 
detail is convincing : glimpses of the superstitions and credulities 
of the age, and the realities of fabled lands of savages, jewels and 
spices make a picturesque background to the story of the voyage. 
The dangers which beset the navigators and the adventures of 
the youths contribute plenty of thrilling incidents. 
This is an adventure story well above the average standard 
and should be enjoyed by children of about eleven and twelve. 


LEEMING, J. Models Any Boy Can Build. Mlus. 205 
pp. 8x54. Appleton . 6/- 


The models included among those suggested i in this book are 
world-famous aircraft, ships, bridges, and locomotives, subjects 
that are so famous as to appeal to any alert-minded and nimble- 
fingered boy. It is a book to be highly recommended provided 
that a certain sprinkling of American technical terms can be 


translated and that all the materials recommended for use are 
available. 
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Lipz, Arice ALIson. Agtec Drums. Illus. by 
Carlos Sanchez. 112 pp. 8X 5}. 
Combridge ‘ ° ° ; . ‘ 6/- 


A straightforward tale of adventure, notable for its con- 
vincing and colourful pictures of the world of the Aztecs in old 
Mexico. The adventures of the boy, Xochitl, are set in the royal 
city of Montezuma and amidst the savagery of the jungle beyond 
it. The plot has an exciting finish, when, the boy, returned from 
an enforced exile, dares to penetrate the sacred court of the War 
God to sound the great drum, in order to save the city. Suitable 
for children of about eleven and over. 


Luorp, J. I. Scrap: the Terrier. Illus. 7 pp. 

72x54. Murray. ; 5/- 
This is not only another den ee It is a story of the 

countryside and its life and character, with a very real atmosphere. 
Scrap, the terrier, is the central figure, and his adventures are 

told well, without artificiality or sentimentality. Most children 

over nine should find this book difficult to put aside when they 

have begun it. 


MacCunn, F. Cats. 
Pain, W. Dogs. 
a Rabbits, Guinea Pigs and Mice. 
—— A Variety of Pets. 
Illus. 80 pp. 745. Blackie. . Each 1/6 
These four books are the first titles in Blackie’s new series 
“ Pets for young people,” and deal with the choosing and manage- 
ment of pets. Captain F. MacCunn is: Chief Secretary for the 
R.S.P.C.A. and Mr. Wellesley Pain has been an official of that 
body for over twenty years. They therefore speak with authority. 
The books are excessively good value for the money, being 
strongly bound and well printed on good paper. Both authors 
deal with their subjects in a straightforward, interesting manner, 
even adding personal. experiences and stories of animals such as 
children, will delight in. Each book has eight half-tone plates 
illustrating different varieties of the various pets. 


Nicnotas, B. M. Peter and Polly. Illus. "74 pp. 
74 x5. Pitman ; ; 3/6 
Describes the habits ot the wild ¢ creatures the author has 
trained as pets, and particularly the adventures of Peter, a young 
hedgehog, and Polly, his mate. This is a simple, unpretentious 
nature book, illustrated with photographs apparently taken by 
the author, and it should appeal to children of about ten and over. 
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NicuHots, W. B. King Perkin’s Knight. Illus. 218 pp. 
745. Pitman ‘ . ‘ 3/6 


An exciting story for boys and girls over eleven years old. 
The tale begins swiftly and the action is well sustained by the 
well-told adventures of a Cornish lad and his sister. These 
episodes take place in the time of Perkin Warbeck and one of the 
best features of the book is the imaginative reality with which the 
author has built up the Tudor background. 


Quictey, E. Sam. 93 pp. 9xX6g. Dent . . —§/- 
This is a collection of excellent photographic studies of 

a cat caught in the miscellaneous activities of its daily life. The 
descriptive text is of small account and is hardly necessary ;. the 
photographs are adequate. The book deserves a wide welcome 


among all cat-lovers, but its popularity is likely to be more among 
adults than children. 


Roperts, M. N. Svories of the Youth of Artists. 
Illus. 299 pp. 8x54. Harrap . . 5/- 


Twenty stories based on well-known incidents in : the a 
lives of artists from Giotto to Whistler. They are well told and 
will serve as useful auxiliary material for art appreciation lessons 
or for general reading. For readers from eleven to fourteen. 


Rocers, S. Le?t’s Make Something. Illus. by the 
author. 176 pp. 8x3}. Oxford ‘ . 3/6 


Most boys of twelve years of age and over will find something 
in this book they will enjoy making and be pleased to own, for 
it describes a wide variety of articles from a wire puzzle toa 
buccaneers’ chest, a model racing yacht to an ornamental light- 
house. A distinct advantage is that all the things described can 
be made for a very little outlay and do not call for any great 
degree of technical skill.- The illustrations and diagrams assist 
greatly in carrying out the construction of the various things 
described, in fact certain of the articles can be made by reference 
to these only. 


Ross, M. I. Greentree Downs. Illus. 197 pp. 

74x 5. Routledge . 6 /- 

Greentree Downs is the story of four American orphans who 
object so strongly to being adopted separately that they gladly 
accept the rather grudging invitation of Uncle Andy to go out 
to him in Australia. They are forthright and enterprising young 
people and their adventures make interesting and often exciting 
reading. A fair amount of information about Australia is in- 
cluded, sometimes, one feels, too deliberately. The naivete of 
the two younger children imposes some strain on the reader’s 
credulity, particularly as they are eminently sensible and 








:FREDERICK MULLER oom 


29, Great James Street, W.C.1 


ITT 


Roo-Coo and Panessa 
by Lettice Sandford 65. net 


This picture book about two doves has fascinated several critics and 
booksellers who have seen the original—‘‘the best English 
picture book of the year,”’ said one. 


TANT 


HUT 


John and Mary Detectives 


by Grace James Tilus. 55. net 


The two children turn detective and there is no little excitement 
in the latest of this justly popular series which includes John and 
Mary, More About John and Mary, and John and Mary 
Abroad. 


Kuba and the Wolves 


by Josef Bienasz Tilus. 55. met 
An unusually fine tale, for those interested in foreign children’s 
books, about a man’s friendship with the wolves of the Polish forests 
and their adventures together : a celebrated modern Polish book. 


TANT 


TNT 


UE 


Melissa Ann 


by Ethel Parton Tilus. 55. net 


The story of an early 19th century child, full of incident and amusing 
detail. 


Rudkin 


by Y. Wing field-King Tilus. 58. net 


New fairy stories are rare nowadays. Rudkin was a brownie who 
always forgot and he and a little girl had the most remarkable adven- 
tures. 


** The Family from One End 
Street 


Eve Garnett’s delightful book which has been awarded the 
Carnegie Medal for the best Children’s Book of the year. 
Second Edition. 


Tilus. 55. met 


Ul | | iN AVITAL: 
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practical, but these are perhaps minor points of criticism-.of a book 
that is interesting from start to finish. 

The production standard of the book leaves much to be 
desired and for this rather high price far better paper and printing 
is expected. 


StrroNG, L. A. G. Odd Man In. Illus. 212 pp. 
745. Pitman ; 3/6 
Peter Black, the detective in this series of mysteries, is a pro- 

duct of “‘ Trenchard’s College.” He is a nice lad and set, as he is, 

against an inspector of the older school, offers that nice flattery 
to the ability and enthusiasm of the young without detracting 
unduly from the knowledge and experience of age. ‘“‘ The Case 
of the Corpse in Barbel Court” and “The Case of the Soho 

Restaurant,” are tales which might well stand to the credit of a 

more experienced writer of detective fiction, and, as is to be 

expected from this author, the prose is simple, direct and effective. 

A good book for boys, one of whom, aged nine, had to leave his 

bedroom one night after reading the book, and come down- 

stairs to feel the reassurance of his parents and the fire. 


Topp, J. Stamps of the Empire. Illus. Nelson . 3/6 


Books about stamps can never be dull to those who are 
enthusiasts nor without interest to those who are not. 

Mr. Todd has struggled nobly with his problem of making 
his subject interesting to everyone and the result will be a joy to 
the beginner—it has proved of some interest to one hardened 
and slightly blasé collector. He has found a certain amount of 
new material and has not fallen into the error of devoting all his 
space to valuable stamps that most collectors will never see, 
to the exclusion of those they can obtain and which can be made 
to yield so much more interest when a few details of their design 
and manufacture are known. 


TrEASE, G. In the Land of the Mogul. Illus. 254 
pp. 8x54. Blackwell . : : ; gifs 


This story breaks fairly fresh ground for a children’s book. 
It is concerned with the East India Company’s dealings with the 
Court of the Great Mogul at Delhi, not an easy period or subject. 
The story moves quickly and is full of action and adventure, and 
it is written in a prose that is convincing and of a high standard. 
The standard of production is also high and should entice many 
a fourteen-year-old. 





CHRISTMAS - GIFTS 


Picture Books 


ANIMALS OF THE BIBLE 
Dorothy P. Lathrop 6/- net 


Lovely lithographs in black and white by an outstanding 
American artist. The first Caldecott medal book. 


TIM AND LUCY GO TO SEA 
Edward Ardizzone 6/- net 


Tim and Lucy meet and have thrilling adventures aboard 
the S.Y. Evangeline. Mr. Ardizzone has once more 
achieved a really outstanding picture book. 


For children up to ten 


LITTLE ELEPHANT COMES TO TOWN 
Doris Estcourt 3/6 net 


The adventures of two children and a pigmy elephant. 
Uniform in format with “The Yellow Cat’’ and “ Long 
Ago in Rouen.”’ 


TIMOTHY JOHN’S DRAGON 
THE LITTLE SAILING BOAT 


New titles in the popular Hurdy-Gurdy Series. 
each 2/- net 


For older boys and girls 

THE TREASURE OF THE ISLE OF MIST 
W. W. Tarn 5/- net 
A fantasy of Skye, especially for girls. Illustrated with 
photographs of the island reproduced by offset 
lithography. 

RAILWAYS TO-DAY. J. W. Williamson 

CIVIL ENGINEERING TO-DAY. Edward Cressy 


Two important books, in the Pageant of Progress Series, 
for the mechanically-minded boy. each 3/6 net 


LIBRARY BOOKS 





OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS 
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TRINKA, ZDENA. Jenik and Marenka: a Boy and Girl 

of Czechoslovakia. Illus. by mayen Ayer. 
189 pp. 7$5}. Harrap . ; ; 5/- 
This is a welcome addition to our a It is of topical 
interest and helps to fill a gap. Intended for young children, it 
describes episodes in the daily life of two Czech peasant children, 
a brother and sister aged twelve and seven respectively. Separate 
chapters are devoted to such events as a visit to market, a village 
puppet show and a journey to Prague with grandmother. The 
black and white illustrations are excellent, the type clear and the 
binding attractive. Unfortunately, the book lacks a plot to carry 


the young reader’s interest to the last page, and it is overladen 
with sentiment. 


Woop, Rev. J. G. Common Objects of the Micro- 
scope. Revised and re-written by W. J. Ferrier, 
F.R.E.S. Illus. 


First published in 1861, this book must have been the cause 
of many thousands of laymen adopting the fascinating hobby 
of microscopy. This latest edition has been brought thoroughly 
up to date; the original author possessed the gift of describing 
scientific matters in a simple manner, and the present author has 
successfully continued this process. 

The elementary principles of optics are discussed and there 
is a chapter dealing with the microscope as an instrument. There 
follow eight chapters dealing with the objects one may examine 
with interest and profit, and finally a chapter on the preparation 
of specimens. 


The Intermediate Library 


From 14 Onwards 


ALLEN, M. P. Out of a Clear Sky. Illus. 225 pp. 
8x54. Combridge : , ; ; 6/- 


This book is full of exciting affairs on a trail when two boys 
brave poisoned streams, enemies, a buffalo-stampede and a sand- 
storm. This does not exhaust the thrills : for the author skilfully 
withholds the climax till the final pages and promises further 
adventures for the heroes when we leave them with directions to 
a gold mine. There is plenty of circumstantial detail and Cali- 
fornian history, which will be relished by boys who can make the 
effort to imagine an entirely unfamiliar background ; for sich 
readers (13-17) the book is excellent. 
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BaGuiey, Wm. A. Facts and How to Find Them. A 





guide to sources of information and to the 
method of systematic research. 117 pp. 


745. Pitman 2/6 


This is undoubtedly a valuable little book, explaining as 
it does the various sources of information available to students 
and research workers. It merits a place in every Public Library, 
though its value in the Intermediate Department may not be 
very great since few young readers will need to undertake 
researches of a very comprehensive character, and though certain 
sections of this little book would be of use to them, few will 
trouble to use it I am afraid. It is rather a book to which they 
will return, many of them, in later years. 


There are sections dealing with Bibliographies, Ency- 
clopedias, Year Books, Illustrations, and a useful chapter on using 
books and taking notes. 


“ BarTeMEus.” Under Sealed Orders. 256 pp. 8x 
54. Collins ‘ ‘ . ‘ 


The adventures of three new midshipmen and an assistant 
clerk are described here. The story opens with the events inci- 
dental to joining ship and participating in its life. There are fun 
and pranks and retribution for a bullying sub-lieutenant. 


In the second half of the book the four participate in a puni- 
tive expedition against an African king, with the setting in 
equatorial] jungle. 

There are the usual hairbreadth escapes from a cunning Arab 
slave dealer, and a measure of renown comes to the young heroes. 
It is a good but somewhat sentimentalised story suitable for ages 
twelve to fifteen. 


Bett, Kenstt. Ice Patrol. Illus. 262 pp. 735. 
Routledge . ‘ ‘ . . 


j- 


Ice Patrol is a story of that branch of the U.S.A. Coastguard 
Service that patrols the ice-menaced Atlantic traffic routes. Here 
is non-fiction in the guise of fiction, an art in which the Americans 
excel, both in their films and in their literature. The story itself, 
which tells of the experiences of a recruit to the Service, is fast- 
moving, with a plot that though simple is interesting. The little 
known facts regarding the movements of the great masses of ice 
that caused the Titanic disaster, interwoven unobtrusively into 
the text, give the story an interest often lacking in such works. 
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Buck, Frank C. On Jungle Trails. Illus. 254 PP- 
8x 5%. Harrap 6/- 
The author of Bring ° em Back Alive writes a " book for 
younger people. It is certainly a success. Literary device is not 
necessary to garnish these tales, many of which are really exciting. 
The author’s business is to collect live specimens of various animals 
for zoos and private individuals, mostly in America. Two of 
his stories dealing with leopards and tigers are a fine witness to 
courage and forethought. But there is interest and action on every 
page, and the many reproductions of photographs suggest a more 
expensively priced book. 


Eyre-WaALKER, B. Asoy! Illus. 232 Pp. 84 Xx 54. 
Cassell . ; 5/- 

A good yarn of life and adventure « on many seas in different 
ships, showing how “ Jimmy ” became a merchant mate from a 
young cadet in five years. His experiences varied from life in a 
“ dirty British coaster ” to a luxury yacht. 

He could enjoy fun, and work seriously, and there is plenty of 
each. The story is brightly written up from his log book and 
generously illustrated with his snaps. It would be enjoyed by 
most boys from 14-16. 


GuERBER, H. A. The Myths of Greece and Rome. 
Illus. 424 pp. 846. Harrap . : . 10/6 


Recent mythological research and excavation in classic 
countries have led to a revision of the text of this twenty-five 
year old work, a book which has never lost its popularity. The 
revision has been done by Miss D. M. Stuart and many new 
pictures have replaced some of the original ones. 


SHERMAN, E. B. Fighting Muskets. Illus. by Henry 
C. Pitz. 324 pp. 8x54. Combridge . . 7/- 

In spite of the less familiar American scene, English boys in 
their teens will glory in this virile tale of the American Revolution. 
It is authentic narrative and is packed with drama that is the more 
potent for being leashed to actual experience. 

Fifteen-year-old Matt Bruen’s ill-curbed restraint in having 
to stay at home to protect his mother and sister while his chum 
dons the coveted uniform of the Jersey Blues will have the 
sympathy of every reader. Yet between the daily drudgery of 
the chores Matt gets big slices of terrible adventure—in his 
dangerous rides to New York delivering letters in enemy lines, 
facing up to the riders in his own home kitchen, and finally 
earning his right to a musket in the battle in which men and boys 
fight side by side. The mystery of Matt’s father’s dealings with 
the enemy, and the boy’s suspicions that his girl guest is a loyalist 
spy are dramatically sustained. Throughout this gripping story 

Matt is a real boy, brave and frightened by turns. 
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SMITHERS, S. W. Broadcasting from Within. Pitman 2/6 


The adolescent of to-day usually knows considerably more 
about radio than his father, and even highly technical works 
dealing with the subject are popular in an Adolescents’ Depart- 
ment. Broadcasting from Within concerns the organisation of 
broadcasting, describing the work that goes on behind the 
scenes at the B.B.C., giving sketches of some of the personalities 
who either entertain us directly or organise that entertainment. 


Van Trt, W. The Danube Flows through Fascism. 
Illus. 301 pp. 96. Scribners. ‘ ‘ 10/6 


A splendid, well-illustrated book for the adolescent who 
wants to know more about to-day’s Central European affairs, 
told by a man who, in 1937, with his wife, travelled 900 miles in 
a fold-boat from Ulm, near the source of the Danube, to Belgrade. 

The author recounts in a clear and living way the beauty of 
the places they passed, and being able to speak several languages, 
he can tell of the thoughts and feelings of the people he met in 
the various countries. He does this successfully in a very pleasing 
conversational manner. 


What Shall I be : a Book of Careers. Illus. 301 pp. 


9x6. Collins . ; ‘ 


This book on careers is directed more especially to young 
readers than to their parents who are concerned with finding them 
a job. It gives details of salaries, entrance examinations, possi- 
bilities of promotion, etc., in the defence services, profes- 
sional and business fields, and in the arts and sciences. Each 
career is dealt with by an authority, but in some cases too briefly 
to be of much use. The photographic illustrations are badly 
placed and it is surprising and irritating to find a picture of a 
ballet dancer in the middle of an article on accounting or a stage 
group illustrating salesmanship. 


/ 





... We invite you to send for our new Catalogue of Juvenile 
Books, bound with a leather back and cloth sides, on which 
are reproduced the Publishers’ original designs. 


. . . Many new titles have been included, and the prices at 
which these books are offered make them a very economical 
proposition. 


CEDRIC CHIVERS LIMITED 
PORTWAY BATH 

















FOR CHILDREN UNDER TEN 





LITTLE PANCHO 
By Lzo Pourtt 
Illus. 28. 
An amusing picture-story book 
of a little Mexican boy who 
gets lost in the jungle where he 
goes against the wishes of his 
mother and of his faithful dog 





PATRICK WAS HIS 
NAME 


By Esruer Brann 
Tilus. 38. 6d. 
The story of a shaggy-haired 
dog. Nobody knew what sort 
wait sad aps She didn’t 
worry his young masters. ec 
entered him in a 





Coco. of dog show, where wiktee 
special 
BUMBLEBUZZ 
By: Rosatre K. Fry 


Illus. 5s. 


This is the story of Mrs. Bumblebuzz and her‘neighbours Barnaby Beetle, 
Salome Snail and ucinda Ladybird, dnd of their nfisadventures during 
a flood. Beautifully illustrated in five colours. - 





TILL POTATOES GROW ON TREES 
By Exota Brock 
* Illus. | 6s, 


Nine delightfully‘ humorous tae with equally charming illustrations 
by the author. They are ideal for the story-téller. 








THE BLACK’ PUP 
- By Ayaes Baooxs 
Illus. 6s. 


A simply told story. of '@ pup. 


: who is always in trouble, The 





A lively story of a small 
> wigguo i inneie weds 

















